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Message from the Editor

Thisissue of our newsletter is being distributed to 258
IHSSBCA members; 29 vendors; and 34 tournament direc-
tors and heads of academic associations in other states.

118 of the above recipients will be printing their own copy
of the newsletter after downloading it from our website. The
website version is ready for download about two weeks be-
fore the printed version arrivesin your mailbox.

If you did not receive the September issue, contact the Edi-
tor at the above address and we will send you a replacement.

Call For Workers at State Tourny

The IHSSBCA is helping the IHSA by recruiting adult and
student workers for the State Final Tournament in Peoria. We
need scorekeepers, timekeepers, lockout box operators, admis-
sion personnel, runners, and door security guards. If you want
to help, email Debbie Van Gilder <debbie@ihsa.org>.

IHSA Sectional Assignments

To find out which Sectional your school is assigned to,
visit <http://www.ihsa.org/activity/sch/index.htm> and click
onthelink for AA or A Sectional Assignments. If you are
not on the list, you might not be entered.

Asof November 23, Sectioanl assignments were not yet
posted. Check the IHSA website periodically for information.

Call For Bloopers!
Bruce Fitzgerald, coach at Stevenson HS, is collecting funny
stories of moderator errors or wrong answers for afuture
newsletter article. E-mail <bfitzger@district125.k12.il.us>.

Team Illinois
Nominations Due January 15th

Nominate your star player for Team Illinois! Y ou can down-
load a nomination form from our website. Forms must be
postmarked by January 9th and received by January 15th in
order to be considered. Do it today! See article on Page 7.

All-Sectional, All-State
Nominations Due February 11th

Nominate your best player or playersfor All-Sectional (and
possibly All-State)! Nomination forms will be available from
our website by January 1. Forms must be brought to your
Sectional Seeding Meeting. See article on Page 15.

Kickoff Tournament Winners
Results on Page 2 ... Team Photos on Page 3

|

|

Pulaski Day Reprieve Continues

Regionalsfall on 2nd Monday in March again in 2004

Handbooks & Scorebooks

To buy a Scorebook ($8 for 50-match, $11 for 100-match,
plus $5 postage/1, $6/2) send check payable to IHSSBCA to
Skip Lee, Rock FallsHS, 101 12th Av, Rock Falls, 61071.

To buy the 5th edition of our Coach’s Handbook (80 pages,
$5 download or $15 mailed) send check payable to IHSSBCA
to Rob Grierson, 235 Custer Av #3S, Evanston, 60202.

Adds To Tournabout Blacklist

Evanston Township HS and Carterville HS
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Annual Meeting of the
IHSSBCA Membership
Sunday, February 8, 2004, 10:00 am
at the Radisson Hotel, Bloomington

The annual meeting will be held in conjunction with
the IHSSBCA'’s Team lllinois Selection Event, at the
Radisson Hotel in Bloomington.

All IHSSBCA members are invited to attend. The
agenda will include the election of a Secretary and
Chairman for two-year terms, as well as discussion of
various issues that have been raised in the past year.

Contact David Riley by e-mail <driley@loy.org> or
phone (847-920-2546) if you would like to attend, or if you
wish to run for the office of Secretary or Chairman.

2003-04 Tournament Results

10/18 6th Annual Loyola Ultima (16 teams)
1. Wilmette Loyola; 2. Rockford Auburn;
3. Chicago Latin; 4. Winnetka New Trier

10/25 6th Annual NU (Evanston) NAQT (19 teams)
1. Winnetka New Trier A; 2. Milwaukee Rufus King;
3. Downers Grove North; 4. Winnetka New Trier B

10/25 7th Annual Ottawa Marquette Varsity (20 teams)
1. Roanoke-Benson; 2. Rockford Auburn B;
3. Rockford Boylan ; 4. Decatur MacArthur

11/1 6th Annual Von Steuben Frosh/Soph (20 & 20 teams)
Division One: 1. Rockford Auburn; 2. DuPont Manual (KY);
3. Palatine William Fremd; 4. Wilmette Loyola Academy

Division Two: 1. IMSA; 2. Park Ridge Maine East;
3. DuPont Manual B (KY); 4. Chicago St. Ignatius

11/1 5th Annual Princeville Invitational (11 teams)
1. Dunlap; 2. Princeville; 3. Woodhull Alwood; 4. Rock Falls

11/1 Central Illinois Scholastic League JV (9 teams)

Tourny: 1. Chatham Glenwood; 2. Decatur Lutheran; 3. Taylorville
League: 1. Chatham Glenwood; 2. Mt. Zion; 3. Decatur St. Teresa

11/8 Central Illinois Scholastic League Varsity (9 teams)

Tourny: 1. Mt. Zion; 2. Chatham Glenwood; 3. Decatur St. Teresa
League: 1. Chatham Glenwood; 2. Mt. Zion; 3. Decatur St. Teresa

11/8 Peru-St. Bede Varsity Cancelled
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11/8 3rd Annual New Trier Scobol Solo (64 individuals)

1. Paul Gauthier, Sr, Wheaton North; 2. Michael Evans, Sr, New Trier;
3. Andrew Uzzell, Sr, ETHS; 4. Eric Grebing, Sr, Bunker Hill;

5 (tie). Nik Brendler, Sr, Lincoln-Way East; Yian Chen, Sr, New Trier;
7. Jaya Kalra, Sr, Sterling; 8. Amy Minas, Sr, Bradley-Bourbonnais

11/8 Conserve (WI) VJV Quiz Tourny NAQT (6 & 4 teams)

Varsity: 1. Conserve A; 2. Conserve B; 3. Appleton East A
JV: 1. Conserve A; 2. Conserve B; 3. Wayland Academy

11/8 9th Annual Moline Frosh/Soph (24 teams)
1. Moline; 2. Ottawa Twp; 3. Princeton; 4. Rock Island; 5. Streator

11/8 U of | (Champaign) Phi Scholars (14 teams)

1. Rockford Auburn A; 2. Rockford Auburn B; 3. Fairfield;
4. Fithian Oakwood. Consolation: Bloomington

11/15 8th Annual IHSSBCA Kickoff (103 teams)
@ Chicago Von Steuben (22 & 24 teams)

Academic Division: 1. Wheaton North; 2. Chicago Marist;
3. Winnetka New Trier; 4. Bradley-Bourbonnais

Scholastic Division: 1. Milwaukee Rufus King;
2. Chicago St. Ignatius; 3. Chicago Von Steuben; 4. Buffalo Grove

@ Sterling (24 teams)

1. Rockford Auburn; 2. Winnebago; 3. Rockford Boylan;
4. Rock Island

@ Springfield HS (10 & 15 teams)

Scholastic Division: 1. Decatur MacArthur; 2. Bunker Hill;
3. Bloomington; 4. Normal West

Academic Division: 1. Pittsfield; 2. Macon Meridian;
3. Riverton; 4. Petersburg PORTA

@ Wayne City (8 teams)
1. Carterville; 2. Fairfield; 3. Albion Edwards County; 4. Robinson

11/15 Highland Brain Games (Monmouth) VJV (9 & 8 teams)

Varsity: 1. Taylor Ridge Rockridge; 2. Quincy A; 3. Macomb A
JV: 1. Quincy A; 2. Monmouth Yorkwood; 3. Carthage

11/15 Orion Frosh/Soph Tournament (12 teams)
1. Moline A; 2. Moline B; 3. Macomb A; 4. Orion A

11/15 Central State Eight JV Tournament (8 teams)
1. Chatham Glenwood; 2. Springfield Southeast; 3. Taylorville

11/16 7th Annual UlContest (12 student/parent teams)

1. Litchfield; 2. Granville Putnam County;
3. Winnetka New Trier; 4. Chicago St. Ignatius

11/17 Hi-Q Tournament on WSIU-TV (32 teams)
1. Carterville; 2. Waterloo Gibault; 3/4: Carbondale, Nashville

11/22 2nd Annual Lincoln-Way East Varsity (36 teams)

1.Wheaton North; 2. Frankfort Lincoln-Way East;
3. Rockford Auburn; 4. Chicago Marist

11/22 Sreator Frosh/Soph Tournament (30 teams)
1.Streator; 2. Wilmette Loyola; 3. Morton; 4. Seneca; 5. Moline

Send results to the Editor at <robgrierson@comcast.net>.
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103 Teams Attend Kickoff Tournaments Across The State

@ Von Steuben, Chicago

Academic Division Champions — Wheaton North

Standing: Coach Susan Martin, Holly Jeffrey, Josh Lauferberg,
Tim Werly, Paul Gauthier. Front: Devin Patel
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Scholastic Division Champions — Milwaukee Rufus King
Michael Zoller, Emily Joy Stetzer, Erik Saunders,
Dan Bingham-Pankratz, Dan Greuel, Coach James Kroll

@ Sterling

Champions — Rockford Auburn
Coach Linda Greene, Tyler Kerr, Melanie Green, Mike White,
Chad Casarotto, Karl Sturm

Runners-Up — Winnebago
Michelle Clifford, Coach Karen Niemeier, Annette Knorr, Liz Meyers,
Ryan Bland, Susan Beuth, BJ Houlding, Susie Smith

HS

=m=3-
Scholastic Division Champions — Decatur MacArthur
Back: Adam Law, Trevor Smith, Ryan Wildy. Front:
Brad Rau, Jeff Beck, Donald Taylor, Jared Carter, Alexandra West

I'E“‘:ﬂ -\'ﬂ JET
Academic Division Champions — Pittsfield
Top: Coach Michael Boren, Adam Johnson, Spencer Boren, Andy
Pennock. Middle: Brian Jacques, Matt Lightie, Nathan Fry, Jason
K etterman, Jessica Moore. Bottom: Mark Johnson, Braxton Boren,
Evan Roderick, Paul Grote. Photo courtesy Pike Press, Pittsfield.

@ Wayne City

Uil . .
Champions — Carterville
Back Row Standing: Ben Bleyer, Jason Nagle, Ray Beer,
R.J. Heninger, Austin McCree, Coach Mary Jo Osborn.
Middle Row Standing: Joe Wheeler, Ashton Ellett, Laura Gibson,
Uzair Mansuri, Alix Carl. Front Row Kneeling: Kaif Mansuri,
Ashley Gibson, Paul Simmons, Jessica Stewart, Hope David.

For news about high school tournaments
all over the USA
visit <http://www.hsquizbowl.org/>
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2003-04 Schedule of Academic Competitions and Other Events

Tournaments listed in bold type are new listings since the September Scholastic Visions

(Week) Date Day Northeast (Regions 1-2-3) Northwest (Region 4) Central/South (Regions 5-6-7)
(22) Dec 3 Wednesday computer-based Knowledge Master Open* <www.greatauk.com> computer-based
(22) Dec 6 Saturday 14th HL Richards Varsity -open date - River City VJV Classic (Peoria)
SAT Date* Mike Cleary (708-499-2550 x2017) Diane Koch (309-672-6630)
Paul Faeh <history218@hotmail.com>
(23) Dec 13 Saturday 11th Fremd Frosh/Soph 7th Rockford Boylan Frosh/Soph Charleston Varsity (?)
ACT Date* Kevin Palmer (847-755-2600) Susan May (815-877-0531)
<kcpl963@yahoo.com> <suemay2@juno.com>

(24) Dec 20 Saturday 6th Von Steuben Varsity -open date - Streator Varsity

Bob Schrempf (773-534-5100) Robert Mattson (815-672-0545)

<rschrempf @enc.k12.il.us> <mattsonr@streatorhs.k12.il.us>

(26) Jan 3 Saturday 5th Kaneland Varsity -open date - -open date -

Ken Dentino (630-365-5100 x218)
<kdentino@kaneland.org>

(27) Jan 10 Saturday 2nd Wheaton North Varsity 5th Rockford Auburn Frosh/Soph 5th IHSSBCA Turnabout
Phyllis Kidd (630-784-7443) Linda Greene (815-966-3300 x832) @ Normal West HS
<pkiddup@avenew.com> <linda.greene@rps205.com> ..and ...

Macomb Rotary Varsity
Suellyn Rieckelman (309-837-2331)
suellyn.rieckelman@macomb.com

(28) Jan 17 Saturday 5th IHSSBCA Turnabout 11th Sterling Varsity Wash U (St. Louis) PACE* (?)
@ Evergreen Park HS Cheryl Christianson
<cchristi @essex1.com>
.(29) Jan 24 Saturday 9th Fremd Varsity Winnebago Varsity 5th IHSSBCA Turnabout
SAT Date* Kevin Palmer (847-755-2600) Karen Niemeier (815-335-2336) @ Breese Central HS
<kcpl963@yahoo.com>
(30) Jan 31 Saturday Wheaton North Falcon Classic Frosh/Soph  7th Rockford Boylan Varsity 41st Streator Rotary (Streator HS)
Phyllis Kidd (630-784-7443) Susan May (815-877-0531) Sue Schmitt (815-672-4576)
<pkiddup@avenew.com> <suemay2@juno.com> <cac701l@crtelco.com>
..and ..

EIU Honors Program Tournament (?)

(31) Feb 7 Saturday -open date - 6th Sterling Frosh/Soph -open date -

Speech Individual Regionals* Cheryl Christianson <cchristi @essex1.com>

ACT Date*

(32) Feb 8 Sunday statewide draw ® ® statewide draw ® ® 4th Team lllinois Selection Event
Radisson Hotel, Bloomington

(32) Feb 11 Wednesday 16 sites statewide IHSA Sectional Seed Meetings 16 sites statewide

(32) Feb 14 Saturday Motorola Science Bowl* Orion Varsity Tournament

Speech Individual Sectionals* Harper College Rebecca Light (309-526-3361)

30th Chess State Final*  <julie.mcdillon@motorola.com>

(33) Feb 21 Saturday various sites statewide Masonic Regionals various sites statewide

64th Speech Individual State Final* Wendell Walch <wwalch@prodigy.net>

(34) Feb 28 Saturday  9th Annual Loyola Rambler Frosh/Soph -open date - -open date -

ICTM David Riley (847-920-2546) <driley@loy.org>

Math ..and ...

Contest 2nd Conserve (Wisconsin) Varsity QBT NAQT*

Regional s* Phil Blessman (715-547-1341)

<Phil.Blessman@ConserveSchool.org>
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Central/South (Regions 5-6-7)

21st Masonic State Final
@ Springfield Southeast

Northeast (Regions 1-2-3) Northwest (Region 4)
statewide draw ® ® statewide draw ® ®

(Week) Date Day

(35) Mar 6 Saturday
31st Music S & E State Final*

(36) Mar 8 Monday 64 sites statewide IHSA Regionals 64 sites statewide

(36) Mar 13 Saturday 16 sites statewide IHSA Sectionals 16 sites statewide

64th Speech-Debate State Final*

18th IHSA State Final
Peoria Civic Center

(37) Mar 20 Saturday statewide draw ® ® statewide draw ® ®

Speech-Drama Gl Sectionals*

(38) Mar 26-27 Fri-Sat 64th Speech-Drama Gl State Final *

(42) Apr 21 Wednesday computer-based Knowledge Master Open* <www.greatauk.com> computer-based

(42) Apr 23-24 Fri-Sat various sites statewide Music Organization State Final* various sites statewide

(43) Apr 26 Monday statewide draw ® ® statewide draw ® ® 11th IHSA All-State Academic Banquet*

Radisson Hotel, Bloomington

ICTM State Math Contest*
Champaign

(43) May 1 Saturday statewide draw ® ® statewide draw ® ®

National Academic Competitions

May 28-31 New OrleansLA  22nd Annual National Academic Championship, Phase | *
May 30-Jun 3 Lake Forest IL 18th Annual Quiz Bow! Tournament of Champions*

Jun 3-6 Washington DC  22nd Annual National Academic Championship, Phase I1*
Jun5-6or 12-13  Site TBA 6th Annual NAQT High School National Championship*

<http://www.qunlimited.com/national .htm>
<http://www.morningside.edu/ascn/>
<http://www.qunlimited.com/national .htm>
<http://www.nagt.com/>

Jun 11-14 St. LouisMO 22nd Annual National Academic Championship, Phase I11* <http://www.qunlimited.com/national.htm>
Jun 12-13 College Park MD 7th Annual PACE National Scholastics Championship* <http://www.cwru.edu/orgs/trivia/pace/>
Jun 19-22 Orlando FL 17th Annual Panasonic Academic Challenge* <http://www.academic-challenge.org/>

If your tournament isn’t listed, or if the information listed is wrong, call David Riley at 847-920-2546 or e-mail <driley@loy.org>.

* Events marked with an asterisk are academic competitions (and testing dates) that do not fit the IHSA’s definition of Scholastic Bowl
contests. We list them because they might be of interest to, or cause scheduling conflicts for, a number of your players.

During the defined season, you and your Scholastic Bow! team may participate in non-Scholastic Bowl academic events. Results from those ev-
ents do not become part of your record for seeding purposes, and such events do not count towards your 18 Scholastic Bowl! dates.

Outside the defined season, your Scholastic Bowl team can’t organize, practice, or compete, but students who were/are on your Scholastic Bowl
team may join club teams, or teams unaffiliated with the school, that can participate in non-Scholastic Bow! academic events.

Thisis an unofficial interpretation of IHSA rules. For an official ruling on whether an event qualifies as
Scholastic Bowl, or what you or your team can or can’t do, contact Anthony Holman at the IHSA Office.

Coaching Changes

Henry-Senachwine  Becky Whited
Joy Westmer Stacey Gramley
Lake Forest Academy Jessica Spates
Lowpoint-Washburn Sharon Padilla

Larry Bonacorsi
James Campbell
David Edwards
Cathy Taylor

Since the September issue of Scholastic Visions was published, Marion Charles Bleyer Don Smith
we've |learned of the following coaching changes: Naperville Central Julie Coan Sherry Yarema
. N L Linc-Way C Joe Skarbek M in O
City/School New Coach Former Coach enoxLinc-wey o€ Skarbe arvin Orr
Al der Rivert Lisa C bell Heather Colwell Oregon Michael Gum Connie Alden
A ?xar] e|t|t I\éterv(')gt Mlsa aml\F/)I et' Nea Ce)fL 0 V\Ilqel Ottawa Township Roy Reynolds Matthew Smith
Brmdgstn s ator K gurfen Martin J eva Di ?ug hm Princeton Tameran KittermanMickey Towns
Ce?lr' 0\_/\|/|n Mrlsk SV\QS K Jasontt '%.”gl Richmond-Burton Liz Freeman Marlene Farver
Dgl Irés\\;\'/elz P ?rA g usky Seaneseh_lln ke_r Rockford Lutheran Peggy Joachim Kevin Froelich
and-yveidon at Amdor ara schifawski St. Charles East Dawn Anderson John Connell
Glasford Illini Bluffs Gavin Graham Jo Moore s .
G Ellvn Glenbard West A da R d Rich Sch Streator Woodland William Hammond Jennifer Lorenz
yn s=ienbar manda raymon Ich senram Tremont Jeff Utsinger Sheila Simmons

Warrensburg-Latham Chad Sloan John Burke

Some changes may have taken place in prior years
but we were only recently notified of the change.
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The Masonic Tournament
by Wendell Walch, Masonic Tournament Coordinator

It's time to enter the Masonic Academic Bowl Tournament. As |
write this, there are 126 schools entered out of a possible 759 high
schools in the state of Illinois. In order to hold 13 Regional Tour-
naments, as we did last year, 208 high schools need to be entered.
We try to schedule a maximum of 16 schools at each Regional,
but it would be nice to have so many schools entered that 24- or
32-team tournaments were needed just to accommodate everyone.

On the first Monday of October we sent a seven-page mailing to
each high schoal in the state by first class mail. If you didn’t re-
ceiveit, go to <http://pages.prodigy.net/wwalch>, copy the entry
form, fill it in, and email it to <wwalch@prodigy.net>.

Near the end of December, entered schools will be divided into
Regionals geographically by the Masons. Regional Tournaments
will all be held on Saturday, February 21, 2004. The winners of
the Regional Tournaments and enough of the top second place
winners to make 16 teams will then be invited to the Masonic
State Tournament at Springfield Southeast HS on Saturday, March
6, 2004. Each Tournament is an eight-round double-elimination
tournament. Questions are paid for and supplied by the Masons.

The winners at each Masonic Regional Tournament will receive
checksfor: First Place, $500; Second Place, $400; Third Place,
$300; Fourth Place, $100; and Consolation Champion, $200. The
winners at the Masonic State Tournament will receive checks for:
Grand Champion, $2,000; Reserve Grand Champion, $1,250;
Champion, $950; Reserve Champion, $450; and Consolation
Champion, $650.

Each school will receive a permanent plaque to display in the
school trophy case. At the Masonic State Tournament, each non-
winning team will aso receive a check for $100.00 to help pay
expenses. Finally, atraveling trophy will be presented to the
Grand Champion team. Last year, approximately $30,000 was
awarded to schools by the Masons.

If you haven't entered, please do it today by email, then check
the website to be sure your entry has been received. If your neigh-
boring schools have not entered, please urge them to do so.

The school does not need a Masonic L odge sponsor to enter this
tournament. Send your entry to me. If the local Masonic chooses
to and can afford it, we hope they will sponsor your schoal, but it
is not necessary. Many of the Lodges a so provide lunch money
for the students, or other financial help. Do not hesitate to contact
the local Masonic Lodge or me for help if needed. We want every
student to have the opportunity to participate. But remember, the
coach must enter; the Masonic Lodge can not enter for the
school. We require the coach to enter so we are sure the coach
wants to enter, and knows that he or she has entered.

At this time, many of the schools entered are new ones to the
tournament. | hope all the schools from last year are planning to
enter again. The state-wide Math Contest is hot a conflict this
year; it is on the previous Saturday, February 28. The IHSA tour-
naments are not a conflict; they do not start until after March 6.

The Masonic Regional Tournament at Winchester will be for
smaller, more inexperienced schools. This concept was tried for the
last three years and worked well; it gives some of the smaller
schools more of achance. | hope the coaches of the better teams
understand what we are trying to do here and don't expect to partici-
pate at the Winchester site. If enough smaller schoolsin the eastern
part of Illinois enter, a similar small-school tournament can be held
there as well.

The question source for the 2004 tournaments will be Avery En-
terprises of Johnstown, Colorado. Contact me with any questions:
Wendell Walch, 3066 Moore Rd, Springfield, IL, 62707, 217-546-
7160, <wwalch@prodigy.net>.

|HSSBCA Octangular Update

Thisyear, in an attempt to acquaint more coaches with hosting
tournaments, as well as allowing more coaches the opportunity to
better fine-tune the level of competition that their team plays, the
IHSSBCA is helping to organize Octangular Tournaments. All
will be held in February, 2004, not necessarily on the same date.

The IHSSBCA is providing seven rounds of questions fr ee to
each host at both the Varsity and Frosh-Soph levels (although it is
not required that the tournament be run on both levels). IHSA-for-
mat questions (18-20 questions per round) will be sent to all hosts
in January, along with some suggestions on how to run the event.

The host schools send out their own invitations. At this time
we are no longer taking requests for new hosts.

The following schools have committed to hosting an Oc-
tangular Tournament: Carterville, Rockford (Auburn), Mundelein
(Carmél), Sullivan, Park Ridge (Maine South), Wheaton-Warren-
ville South, Oak Park (Fenwick), Rossville-Alvin, and Fithian
Oakwood. If you have been (unintentionally!) left off thislist
please contact Tom Egan at Maine South, by phone (847-692-
8100) or preferably viaemail <eganphysics@aol.com>.

Onw a Personal Note ...

» Tom Egan, coach at Maine South, thanks those who have
sent “get well” messages as he continues to mend from surgery
on hisfinger, the result of a physics demonstration gone awry.

» Father Bernard Horzen of Peru St. Bede Academy is doingj
very well but currently wheel chair-bound with no parish duties,
recovering from surgery on a broken hip suffered in afall. Cards
can be sent % Peru St. Bede, Route 6 West, Peru IL, 61354.

* Douglas Tyson left Benjamin Bannaker High School in
Washington DC thisfall to take ajob as Principal of Thurgood
Marshall Academy Public Charter HS, also in Washington DC.
The three-year-old school has 160 students in grades 9 through
11 and will add afourth class next year. Doug plansto start an
It's Academic team at the school next year and hopes to still
coach a Washington DC team at the 2003 Panasonic Academic
Challenge. Doug is aso the proud father of a 9-month-old baby;
he can be reached viaemail at <datyson@erols.com>.
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The Knowledge Master Open

by Linda Greene, Rockford Auburn

Would your team like to compete against other schools from Il-
linois and the entire country without having to travel anywhere?
Is your team unable to compete in most online competitions due
to limited Internet access? Would all of your team members like
to play for an entire event? Would they like a contest that,
although it differs from IHSA Scholastic Bowl in format, rewards
teams for both speed and knowledge? Would you, the coach, like
to receive a statistical analysis of your team’s performance in each
subject area immediately after finishing play? Does $38 for one
event, or $58 for two, sound like a very reasonable entry fee?

If you answered yes to one or more of the questions above, then
you’ll want to consider entering the Fall and/or Spring Knowl-
edge Master Open competitions sponsored by Academic Hall-
marks. If your school is among the more than 40 from Illinois
that have been participating regularly in the high school (grades 9-
12) division, you may want to also have your freshmen (grade 9)
compete in the junior high division.

Our teams have been participating in the high school KMO
since 1994, and they always enjoy it. In regular Scholastic Bowl
matches, only five play at a time, and it often happens that
someone sitting out knows one or more answers that those sitting
at the buzzers don’t. Not in the KMO! Every team member goes
home feeling a sense of satisfaction at having provided at least
one answer that his/her teammates didn’t know, thus contributing
to the team’s score. The players must work together well, and
quickly, to answer the 200 multiple choice questions that make
up each KMO. These same skills are needed in IHSA-style play
to maximize the team’s score on bonus questions.

I recently learned that a team of ninth graders from a high school
can compete in the junior high division, and we started doing
that. The freshmen can also compete in the high school division
with the upperclassmen, since the questions are different.

As a coach, | find that having the freshmen compete separately
in the Fall KMO early in the season really helps me gauge their
performance in all subject areas, and see how well they work to-
gether. They enjoy it, too, because they find the junior high ques-
tions easier than the high school ones. The statistics from the
grades 9-12 competition are also useful in targeting areas needing
improvement.

Any number of students can be on the team, but we’ve found
over the years that a group of 12 to 20 works well. With more
than that, it’s hard to coordinate things — that is, reach consensus
quickly to answer. With a smaller number of players, the collec-
tive knowledge may be too limited to get a high score.

In order to become familiar with the KMO format, we practice a
couple of times using questions from previous years. The team
participates in the KMO in my classroom after school on the date
set by the sponsor, using a PC hooked up to a digital data projec-
tor which shows the questions on a screen. Some teams use a PC
and a TV monitor. The freshman group does its questions the day
before the high school team.

This year’s KMO dates are December 3 and April 21. The entry
deadline for the Fall KMO is November 19, but you could prob-
ably still enter after that by calling Academic Hallmarks at 800-
321-9218. When you enter the KMO, you specify Macintosh or
Windows format for the disk. Practice disks containing previous
years’ questions can be ordered for $17 each.

Linda teaches Spanish at Rockford Auburn HS. Now in her 11th
year of coaching, she has run a frosh-soph tournament for five
years. At IHSA State, Auburn was 2nd in 03 and 4th in 02; won
Sectionals in 02 and 03, and won Regionals in 98, 99, 00, 02,
and 03. Auburn's high school team finished 1st in Illinois and 9th
in the nation in the 03 Spring KMO, and the freshman team fin-
ished 1st in the nation in both the 02 Fall and 03 Spring KMOs.

Team |llinois 2004

by Rob Grierson, IHSSBCA Newsletter Editor

The ISBE (lllinois State Board of Education) each year designates
the IHSSBCA as the organization responsible for selecting six
outstanding acacemic competitiors to represent lllinoisin Florida
at the Panasonic Academic Challengein June.

If you have an outstanding player who you believe is one of the
best six academic competitorsin the state, you should nominate
her or him for Team Illinois. We seek players who are strong in
all subjects across the board (“generaists’) athough we also con-
sider subject area“experts’ to fill out the team if the group of top
players chosen appear to be lacking in one or more areas.

Nominations must be mailed in by January 9, 2004. Please
accept that thisis a firm deadline. Theform can be
downloaded from our website, <http://www.ihssbca.org>. This
nominationisarequired first step in the selection process;
scores, recommendations, and an essay are submitted later.

The selection process requires that the student attend the Team 11-
linois Selection Event on Sunday, February 8, 2004, in Bloo-
mington. The IHSSBCA will contribute roughly $2,000 towards
Team Illinois expenses; team members' families or schools must
pay for airfare and may also be asked to help defray the cost of
sending the team to Florida. Team members are required to prepare
for the competition by attending several practice sessionsin April,
May, and June. Team Illinois will leave for Florida on Friday
June 18, 2004 and return on Wednesday June 23, 2004.

L etter to the Editor

Dear Editor:

This is my last year teaching and coaching. I’ll be retiring this
coming May. | have been involved in Scholar Bowl (as we call it
in southwestern Illinois) either as a moderator or a coach for over
20 years. | want to express my gratitude and pride for my con-
tinued association with the IHSSBCA and all its fine members.
Thanks for everything. And thanks especially to the officers of the
association who give their time so unselfishly to bring this
worthwhile activity to the youth of Illinois!

Rich Bagby, Scholastic Bowl Coach
Breese Central HS
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Spotlight On ...
Eric Grebing and Thane Floreth

[llinois’” Only Two-Time All-State Players

Out of some 3000 Class A Scholastic Bowl players in Illinois,
ten were named to the 2003 All-State First Team. Only two are re-
turning for their senior years after twice earning All-State recogni-
tion. Bunker Hill’s Eric Grebing and Litchfield’s Thane Floreth
were selected for the Second Team in 2002, the only sophomores
ever placed on an All-State team in Scholastic Bowl in either class.

Although the two young men live little more than twenty miles
apart, they have some interesting differences. Living between
Springfield and St. Louis, their Scholastic Bow! careers are also
markedly different from those of players in northern Illinois.

Bunker Hill has a population of 1700. The high school has an en-
rollment of 216. Grebing is ranked first in a senior class of 47.

Litchfield’s population is 6900. 502 students attend Litchfield
High School. Out of his class of 106, Floreth is ranked eighth, in
part due to a "B™ in Driver’s Education. Thane turned 17 in Au-
gust, but said simply, "I don’t like to drive."

Eric, 18 this October, finds driving essential to practice his athle-
tic sport, golf. "I don’t know what 1’d do without a car." Grebing
was the number one player on the Bunker Hill golf team and ad-
vanced to this year’s Class A Sectional tournament. Although
Thane doesn’t participate in high school athletics, he did finish
19th out of fifty fencers in last year’s Boys’ Epee Illinois High
School Open Tournament.

Grebing moved from the Lake of the Ozarks area in Missouri to
basketball-crazy Bunker Hill as a seventh grader. Now standing 5'
7" tall, he played basketball in junior high. He did not become in-
volved in Scholastic Bow! until his freshman year.

Floreth has lived his entire life in Litchfield. Currently 6' 4", he
started playing Scholastic Bowl in sixth grade and never played in-
terscholastic basketball, even though his father served for three
years as the high school’s boys’ junior varsity coach. He reports
never getting any pressure to play basketball from classmates or
coaches because, "I’ve played basketball in P. E.."

Bunker Hill’s Scholastic Bowl coach is Cynthia Albrecht, a
mathematics teacher. Grebing achieved an 800 on the Math portion
of the SAT, while Floreth didn’t miss any questions on the Verbal
part of the test. Eric had a higher score than Thane on the ACT,
which stresses math and science, while Thane did better on the
PSAT, which emphasizes reading and writing skills, and was
named a National Merit Semifinalist. Floreth posted 800s on the
Writing and World History SAT |11 tests, along with 780s in Litera-
ture and U. S. History.

The Bunker Hill Minuteman has narrowed his college decision to
between the University of Illinois and Carnegie Mellon. Eric re-
vealed, "I’m looking at going into computer science.”

The Litchfield Purple Panther’s first choice is Yale, but he also
plans to apply to Vassar, Swarthmore, Princeton and Rochester.
Thane is interested in philosophy and classics, as well as theater.

Thane and Eric are both only children. Grebing often tells his par-
ents not to come to his matches, while Floreth doesn’t seem to
mind. In fact, his father covers the matches for the local newspaper.
Thane also played with his dad on the team that won this year’s
UlContest.

Grebing is self-described as a P. K. — a pastor’s kid. His father
is pastor at the Zion Lutheran church in Bunker Hill. Eric is in-
volved in the church youth group. Coincidentally, Hannah Langh-
off, another returning senior and Litchfield’s second leading scorer
last season behind Floreth, is also a P. K.. Her father is pastor at
Litchfield’s Zion Lutheran church.

In contrast, Floreth could be described as a freethinker. Dennis
Scobbie, his Scholastic Bowl coach and a Charter Member of the
IHSSBCA, is sponsor of the Litchfield High School chapter of
the Fellowship of Christian Athletes.

Thane is a member of the LHS chorus and swing choir, having
been selected three times for the IMEA District Chorus. Floreth
revived the Litchfield High School literary magazine. During this
past summer, Thane took classes at Cambridge in England. In
other summers, he attended a philosophy class at Northwestern
and performed in musicals, such as Joseph and the Amazing
Technicolor Dreamcoat.

Grebing is President of his class, on Student Council and the
student representative on the Bunker Hill Board of Education.
This summer Grebing went to Boys’ State, volunteered at the lo-
cal public library and attended the ACE Quiz Bowl Camp in Cape
Girardeau, Missouri. Eric was one of five named a camp All-Star
and won the math competition.

"I thought it was a really good experience," Eric said about the
ACE camp. "I learned a lot. All the instructors were excellent."

Last year, Grebing participated in the New Trier Scobol Solo
and plans to do so again. "l want to make Team Illinois. That’s
probably my biggest goal for Scholastic Bowl this year."

Floreth, on the other hand, shows little interest in one-on-one
academic bowl competition. He doesn’t like the individual tour-
nament the South Central Scholastic Conference uses to select its
All-Conference Team.

Grebing said, "I think sometimes being captain helps to reduce
my nerves." Floreth prefers not to sit in the captain’s chair. This
can be a problem for Litchfield on bonus questions, as he confess-
es that sometimes his handwriting can be hard to decipher.

Last season Eric grabbed 290 toss-up questions. "We played 48
matches, but I didn’t play every match." The Minutemen finished
2002-2003 with a record of 42 - 6.

The Purple Panthers finished 42 - 5, with Thane scoring 166
toss-ups. As even Grebing was quick to point out, though, Litch-
field "had a little bit better balanced team." Floreth nabbed 50
Literature/Language Arts questions and a whopping 45 in the half-
as-often asked Arts category.

Unlike teams in the northern part of the state, both Litchfield
and Bunker Hill play in relatively few weekend tournaments.
Both of their schedules consist mostly of weekday dual and tri-
angular meets. In the fall, both schools belong to the aforemen-
tioned South Central Scholastic Bowl Conference. After the first
of the year, the Purple Panthers move to regular South Central
academic competition, while the Minutemen play a limited inde-
pendent schedule.

As freshmen, Thane and Eric met four times, three at the JV lev-
el. Litchfield won three of those four meeting. The junior varsity
loss to Bunker Hill was the only JV match Thane’s team lost.
Floreth outscored Grebing on toss-ups in three of those four
matches.
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Bunker Hill won the first meeting between the two schools in
2001 - 2002, but Litchfield has won six straight since. From the
beginning of their sophomore years, however, Grebing has an-
swered more toss-ups than Floreth in every head-to-head match.

This season on November 13th, Grebing outscored Floreth ten
to five, but Litchfield rallied from a 259 - 108 deficit to defeat
Bunker Hill 324 to 323. The two will meet again on Saturday,
December 6th in the South Central Scholastic Conference Tour-
nament at Hillsboro.

In the past three seasons, Litchfield has made it to the Masonic
State Tournament twice, last year defeating Class AA IHSA
State qualifier Mahomet-Seymour in the consolation bracket. As
a freshman, Thane’s team lost to eventual Class A State Cham-
pion Warrensburg-Latham in the IHSA Sectional semi-finals. In
2002 the Purple Panthers again lost in the Sectional semis, this
time to a team they had defeated three times during the regular
season, Breese Mater Dei. Last spring Litchfield was upset in the
Regional by Raymond Lincolnwood.

Bunker Hill has similarly been frustrated in its attempts to
reach Peoria. During Eric’s sophomore year, the Minutemen were
beaten in their own Regional by Sparta. Last season, Bunker Hill
won its first-ever Scholastic Bowl Regional. Grebing’s team fell
in the Sectional to eventual state runner-up Carlinville, a team
Bunker Hill had beaten twice previously.

Scholastic Visions welcomes contributions to our ongoing
Spotlight On ... series of articles, highlighting coaches, play-
ers, moderators, or friends of Scholastic Bowl. Coaches,
moderators, parents, and other interested parties should con-
tact the Editor about our publication schedule and deadlines.

Statement of Income and Expenses
November 15, 2003
Submitted by Deb Voorhees, IHSSBCA Treasurer
Income
Membership Dues $5,420.00
Advertising 780.00
Handbooks 635.00
Scorebooks 1,218.00
Panasonic Payments 120.00
Miscellaneous Income 13.30
Donations 249.00
Total Income $8,435.30
Expenses
Newsl etter 490.37
Tournaments 59.94
Handbooks 130.00
Scorebooks 272.60
Membership Mailings 278.31
Website 167.40
Miscellaneous Expense 117.20
Total Expenses $1,515.82
Net Income $6,919.48
From 02-03 $ 208.00
Bank Balance 9/1/03  $7,127.48

Status of IHSA Rule Changes

The 2003-2004 IHSA Scholastic Bowl Handbook has been mailed.
Here are the recommendations that had been made and their status:

In June, the IHSA Board of Directors passed a number of changes
that affect Scholastic Bowl. These changes are based on the recom-
mendations of the IHSA Scholastic Bowl Advisory Committee.

1. There will be a clarification on the use of adjusted winning per-
centage. |’ m sorry, | do not know if this was clarified.

2. Regionals will be numbered according to the higher seed of the
team. In other words, Regional #1 in each sectional should be the
Regional of the #1 seed. The goal is to have the top two seeded
teams meet in the third and final Sectional match. T& C, V-D.

3. Thereis an adjustment made in how teams are seated, recom-
mending seating in a*“chevron” formation with moderator between
the teams and everyone facing the audience. T& C, VI- H.

4, There are clarifications involving forfeits at the start and during
pool play, and the use of five players. Five players are needed to
start, and are required as long as there are five players that may leg-
aly continue playing, but ateam may continue play if aplayer is
removed from play and there is no fifth legal player to continue.

T & C, VII-E and VII-L; however, Rule 2-B-2 was not
changed. T&C takes priority over the Rules.

5. Sectional and State Final matches will go back to 30 questions.
T&C, VI, Q; however, Rules 3-A-2 and 3-A-5 were
not changed. T&C takes priority over the Rules.

6. There will be one set of replacement questions for Regionals,
Sectionals, and State. This eases the pressure on question writers.
T&C, added as a note after VII, P, 8.

7. The first match of the State Final Tournament will start at 9:30.
There were also alterations in the pay structure for moderators at all
levels of the state series. T&C, |V-A-C and V-G.

8. The sub-categories of American, British, and World literature
will be deleted from the “Literature/Language Arts’ category.
“Literature” will now be asingle sub-category. T& C, VI1-0O.

Changes to the Scholastic Bowl Rule Book were also approved by
the Scholastic Bowl Advisory Committe, but did not require appro-
val by the IHSA Board of Directors. These changes will appear in
the Rule Book at the discretion of Anthony Holman:

* Players may signal their coach for atime-out. Coaches may call
the time-out or signal “No” to their team. I’ m sorry, | do not
know if the “time out” gesture for players has been
implemented. Check for Rules IV-A-3g and I V-A-6g.

* Leading articlesin literary/artistic works may be omitted or re-
placed with an dternate article. Rule 4-C-1f has been added.

* No penalty for a blurted wrong answer. Blurted correct answers
will be worth 5 points instead of 10 points. Not implemented.

* The appeal time is extended from two minutes to three minutes.
Not implemented. Rule 4-1-1e still says two minutes.

« An appedl is not charged as atime-out. Not implemented.
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Coaches Pall
by Kevin Palmer, Fremd HS, Palatine

Here are the results of the pr e-season coaches poll. Ten points
were awarded for a#1 ranking, 9 for #2, and so on down to 1 point
for #10. A total of 10 polls were sent in.

Class A (small schools) total pts mentions # of #1

1. Latin (Chicago) 10 1 1
2. Bunker Hill 9 1 0
3. Rockridge (Taylor Ridge) 8 1 0
4. Litchfield 7 1 0
5. lllini Bluffs (Glasford) 6 1 0
5. Putnam County (Granville) 5 1 0
7. University High (Normal) 4 1 0
8. Carterville 3 1 0
9. Dunlap 2 1 0
9. Rossville-Alvin 1 1 0

Class AA (large schools)total pts mentions # of #1

1. Wheaton North 89 9 8
2. Loyola Academy (Wilmette) 69 9 0
3. Auburn (Rockford) 68 9 1
4. New Trier (Winnetka) 63 9 0
5. Stevenson (Lincolnshire) 49 7 0
6. Fremd (Palatine) 23 7 0
7. Evanston 22 4 0
8. St Ignatius (Chicago) 19 4 0
9. Sterling 18 7 0
10. Downers Grove North 15 5 0
11. Notre Dame (Niles) 12 3 0
12. Boylan (Rockford) 9 2 0
13. Libertyville 7 1 0
14. Lincoln-Way East (Frankfort) 6 3 0

Other teams receiving at least one vote: Rufus King (Milwaukee),
Von Steuben (Chicago), MacArthur (Decatur), Crystal Lake Cen-
tral, Maine East (Park Ridge), Deerfield, Rock Island, Bettendorf
(IA), Guilford (Rockford), Marist (Chicago), IMSA (Aurora), and
Bradley-Bourbonnais.

To join the panel, e-mail me <kcp1963@yahoo.com>; I'll con-
tact you in late January and ask for your picks. Any coach or mod-
erator may participate. Panel members are expected to attend tour-
naments and to follow results on the IHSSBCA website. If you
don’t have e-mail, you can still snail mail your poll to: Kevin
Palmer, Fremd HS, 1000 S Quentin, Palatine IL, 60067.

Kevin teaches American Studies and AP European History.
Now in his 17th year of teaching and his 14th year of coaching,
he has run a varsity tournament for seven yearsand a
frosh/soph tournament for ten. Fremd won Sectionalsin 94,
and Regionals every year from 1997 to 2003 except 2002.

/| Puzzle Corner

If you spell out numbers, and start at O-N-E, how far would you
have to count until you would need to use the letter “A”?
One Thousand. First to answer: Cathy Groesch, Springfield

What single English word contains the letter sequence “GNT”?

All-Sectional, All-State Honors
By Tom Egan, IHSSBCA Ombudsman

First, I wish to extend apologies to several coaches who received
the awards for their players very late. Thiswas my fault, and while
| was able to privately apologize to many people, | wanted to offer
apublic apology as well.

Thisyear, the overall procedure will be the same. Nomination
forms can be downloaded from our website <www.ihsshca.org>.
Forms must be brought to the Seeding Meeting in February where
coaches will vote on the top 10 players for All-Sectional honors,
with the top 5 advancing for potential All-State recognitionin
each class. Thisyear, the All-Sectional certificates will be sent to
the Sectional hosts in advance, and will be distributed at the meet-
ing. Coaches can have the certificate filled out at their discretion.
With nearly 150 All-Sectional certificates being awarded each year,
thiswill significantly speed-up the process of distribution.

Each of the last two seasons has seen one Sectional disqualified
from All-State consideration because the materials were returned far
too late. While we allow for delays in the mail or the school’s of -
fice, it is not possible to wait an unlimited amount of time. The
information must be mailed to the members of the selection com-
mittee; they need time to consider the candidates; their votes must
be tabulated; and certificates must be prepared — all before the
IHSA State Finals. It might be a good ideato have a coach from
each Sectional with an eligible All-State player to take the materi-
alswith him or her and personally send them in to avoid delay.

In addition, concern has been expressed that the entire state is not
being represented on the All-State selection committee. Every
year, an open invitation exists for coaches to join this committee.
Last year therre were only a few volunteers. Coaches are strongly
urged to contact me <eganphysics@aol.com> to serve on this
committee. All correspondence is done through mail or e-mail,
there are no meetings, and no travel isrequired. It takes little more
than an hour of your time.

Ask Tom Egan!
IHSSBCA Ombudsman

Dear Tom:

On toss-ups, does the 10-second (or 30-second) clock stop when
the first team buzzes in, then start again if they are wrong?

Signed,
Lost in a Time Warp

Dear Lost:

No. The clock starts as soon as the toss-up has been completely
read, and runs continuously while the first team attempts their
answer. Stopping the clock would give the second team an unfair
advantage. The second team has the remainder of the time, or
three seconds, whichever is more, to ring in. See IHSA Scholastic
Bowl Rules 4-D-2 and 4-D-6 for clarification.

Tom Egan
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