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Host an IHSSBCA Octangular!
See the article on Page 8 for more information.

5th Annual Series of
Turnabout Tournaments

At three sites ... January 10, 17, and 24
See the article on Page 2

03-04 Tournament Schedule
Is Your Tournament Listed?

Schedule appears on Pages 4 and 5.

  This newsletter has been sent to 162 current members, 272 
expired/lapsed members, 32 program directors, and 30 vendors. 
Of these, 130 will downoad the newsletter from our website.

  If your mailing label says CM, RM, HM, or VM then your 
membership is up-to-date through June ‘04 and you will con-
tinue to receive future issues of Scholastic Visions.

  If your mailing label says ECM, ELM, EHM, LCM, or 
LRM, then your membership has expired (or crossed in the 
mail) and you must renew in order to continue receiving Scho-
lastic Visions. Membership renewal forms were mailed, or 
will be mailed, during September. A membership form can 
also be downloaded from our website.

Check Your Mailing Label

8th Annual Kickoff Tournament
At two Northern sites ... November 15, 2003

Central/Southern hosts contact David Riley <driley@loy.org>

Sources For Questions
Sources For Lockout Systems

Team Illinois Nomination Form
IHSSBCA Membership Form

These PDF documents can be downloaded from our website

IHSA Rules You Should Know
from the 2003-04 IHSA Handbook, page 80

5.341 Scholastic Bowl Season Limitation

  a. No School belonging to this Association shall organize its 
Scholastic Bowl teams, practice, or participate in interscholas-
tic contests earlier than Monday of Week 8 or later than Sun-
day of Week 38. [August 25, 2003 to March 21, 2004]

5.342 Scholastic Bowl Contest Limitation

  a. No School belonging to this Association shall participate 
on more than eighteen (18) dates of interscholastic contests, 
exclusive of the IHSA series.

  b. No individual shall compete on more than eighteen (18) 
dates of interscholastic contests, exclusive of the IHSA series.

from the 2003-04 IHSA Handbook, page 82

5.340 Scholastic Bowl  (Case #261)

 Q. What is considered to be a contest?
 A. An event in which teams of five (5) students representing 
two (2) schools compete with or against each other in academic 
quizzing, utilizing a format and rules comparable to the IHSA 
series, is considered a Scholastic Bowl contest.

IHSA Rule Changes Approved!
See the article on Page 10 for more information.
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All-Sectional, All-State Honors
By Tom Egan, IHSSBCA Ombudsman

  First, I wish to extend apologies to several coaches who received 
the awards for their players very late. This was my fault, and while 
I was able to privately apologize to many people, I wanted to offer 
a public apology as well.

  This year, the overall procedure will be the same. Nomination 
forms can be downloaded from our website <www.ihssbca.org>. 
Forms must be brought to the Seeding Meeting in February where 
coaches will vote on the top 10 players for All-Sectional honors, 
with the top 5 advancing for potential All-State recognition in 
each class. This year, the All-Sectional certificates will be sent to 
the Sectional hosts in advance, and will be distributed at the meet-
ing. Coaches can have the certificate filled out at their discretion. 
With nearly 150 All-Sectional certificates being awarded each year, 
this will significantly speed-up the process of distribution.

  Each of the last two seasons has seen one Sectional disqualified 
from All-State consideration because the materials were returned far 
too late. While we allow for delays in the mail or the school’s of-
fice, it is not possible to wait an unlimited amount of time. The 
information must be mailed to the members of the selection com-
mittee; they need time to consider the candidates; their votes must 
be tabulated; and certificates must be prepared – all before the 
IHSA State Finals. It might be a good idea to have a coach from 
each Sectional with an eligible All-State player to take the materi-
als with him or her and personally send them in to avoid delay.

  In addition, concern has been expressed that the entire state is not 
being represented on the All-State selection committee. Every 
year, an open invitation exists for coaches to join this committee. 
Last year therre were only a few volunteers. Coaches are strongly 
urged to contact me <eganphysics@aol.com> to serve on this 
committee. All correspondence is done through mail or e-mail, 
there are no meetings, and no travel is required. It takes little more 
than an hour of your time.

  This coming January, IHSSBCA will host the fifth annual series 
of Turnabout Tournaments. Turnabout Tournaments are open to 
everybody except the top teams in Illinois. They are a great oppor-
tunity for teams that are newer to Scholastic Bowl or are tired of 
getting beaten by the top teams. This series has consistently at-
tracted over fifty schools each year from every part of Illinois.

  We are hosting the tournament at three sites on three different 
dates this year. Normal West, located in Central Illinois, will host 
a tournament on January 10. Evergreen Park, located near Chica-
go, will host a tournament on January 17. Breese Central, which 
is not far from Saint Louis, will host a tournament on January 24. 
You may enter only one Turnabout Tournament each year, but 
you can choose whichever one you want.

Turnabout Tournaments Return
by David Reinstein, New Trier HS, Winnetka

Team Illinois 2004
by Rob Grierson, IHSSBCA Newsletter Editor

  The ISBE (Illinois State Board of Education) each year designates 
the IHSSBCA as the organization responsible for selecting six 
outstanding acacemic competitiors to represent Illinois in Florida 
at the Panasonic Academic Challenge in June.

  If you have an outstanding player who you believe is one of the 
best six academic competitors in the state, you should nominate 
her or him for Team Illinois. We seek players who are strong in 
all subjects across the board (“generalists”) although we also con-
sider subject area “experts” to fill out the team if the group of top 
players chosen appear to be lacking in one or more areas. 

  Nominations must be made by January 9, 2004. The form can 
be downloaded from our website, <http://www.ihssbca.org>. This 
nomination is a required first step in the selection process; 
scores, recommendations, and an essay are submitted later.

 The selection process requires that the student attend the Team Il-
linois Selection Event on Sunday, February 8, 2004, in Bloo-
mington. The IHSSBCA will contribute roughly $2,000 towards 
Team Illinois’ expenses; team members’ families or schools must 
pay for airfare and may also be asked to help defray the cost of 
sending the team to Florida. Team members are required to prepare 
for the competition by attending several practice sessions in April, 
May, and June. Team Illinois will leave for Florida on Friday 
June 18, 2004 and return on Wednesday June 23, 2004.

  The fifty-five teams that will not be invited this year are: Rock-
ford Auburn, Bettendorf, Bradley-Bourbonnais, Boylan, Bunker 
Hill, Carlinville, Conserve, Decatur MacArthur, Downers Grove 
North, Dunlap, Fairfield, Fenwick, Fremd, Gibault, Guilford, 
Hoffman Estates, IMSA, Industry, Lake Zurich, Latin, Liberty-
ville, Lincoln-Way East, Litchfield, Loyola, Lyons, Macomb, Ma-
homet-Seymour, Maine East, Marist, Moline, Morton, Mount 
Carmel, Nashville, New Trier, Newman Central Catholic, Niles 
Notre Dame, Normal University, Peoria Notre Dame, Pleasant 
Plains, PORTA, Quincy Senior, Roanoke-Benson, Rockridge, 
Rossville-Alvin, Rufus King, Sacred Heart-Griffin, Saint Bede, 
Saint Ignatius, Saint Teresa, Sterling, Stevenson, Stillman Valley, 
Sullivan,Warrensburg-Latham, and Wheaton North.

  If you think there are problems with this list, contact David Re-
instein <reinsted@nttc.org>. We may add a small number of 
schools to the list if they do very well at early-season tournaments. 
If you think your team is as good as or better than many teams on 
the list, then we would prefer that you not enter a Turnabout. Re-
member that Turnabouts are designed to give other teams a chance. 
There are plenty of tournaments that are for everybody. Turnabout 
invites will be sent to eligible IHSSBCA members in November.
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IHSA Continues Team 
Academic Achievement Award
from information on the IHSA website

  The IHSA Team Academic Achievement Award is designed to re-
ward teamwork not only in competition, but in the classroom as 
well. This award will recognize all competitive teams at your 
school (sports as well as Scholastic Bowl) that maintain a grade 
point average of 3.0 or higher throughout their season, computed 
on a non-weighted 4.0 system (A= 4, B =3, C=2, D=1). 

  When one of the school’s qualifying teams achieves a 3.0 grade 
point average for their entire season, a representative at the school 
has the sport and year engraved on a plate and attached to the 
school’s plaque. If you have not seen your school’s plaque, ask 
your Principal if your school is participating in the program.

  This is a varsity Team Award; the team/group grade averages 
must include every member of the official varsity team. Every 
member of the varsity team (excluding managers) must be includ-
ed, and for Scholastic Bowl there must be at least 10 members.

  Complete details of the program can be found on the IHSA web-
site at <http://www.ihsa.org/academic/index.htm>. If you have 
questions or need further information, please contact Anthony Hol-
man at 309-663-6377 or <holman@ihsa.org>.

Why Are They Whispering?
Scholastic Bowl in Iowa
by Nick Pitz, Moline HS

  On March 29, I accompanied a team of sophomores from Betten-
dorf, IA to the sixth annual Hawkeye Invitational, held at the Uni-
versity of Iowa. As we entered the crowded, first-floor auditorium in 
the student union shortly after 8:00 am there were the customary 
coffee and doughnuts and tournament officials scurrying about. So 
much for the similarities to Illinois Scholastic Bowl!

  First, explaining the rules took a while – mainly because so many 
of the students and coaches were unsure of them. No list of partici-
pating teams was available; coaches had to sift through twelve 
rounds of competition with 8 matches per round to discover when 
and whom they might be playing. Competition rooms were set up 
“on the fly” as play began shortly after 9:00. There were 22-25 
teams entered, but as the day wore on, some left if their players had 
conflicts with school-sponsored activities (concerts, musicals, etc.)

  If the organization was not exactly typical of most Illinois tourna-
ments, the differences in actual competition are more striking and 
apparent. In keeping with NAQT rules, teams are penalized 5 points 
if they buzz in early with a wrong answer on a toss-up, and only 
the team which answers the toss-up correctly has a chance at the 
bonus. Since the Bettendorf players had played 8 tournaments in Il-
linois, they were dutifully discussing bonus answers in hushed 
tones, prompting an opponent to blurt out, “Why are they whisper-
ing?” The resulting laughter helped the team relax and play better. 
The non-rebounding bonuses tended to generate a great deal of what 
we would consider illegal talking; however, it was a problem in 
only one of the matches I saw. On toss-ups moderators acknowl-
edged the team name only, but individual scores were tracked.

  Two other obvious differences are the number of players per team 
(four) and the rule that only the captain may give the bonus an-
swers; team members can say their suggestions out loud to the 
captain, who often has to make tough decisions between conflict-
ing choices. Another is the longer, pyramided toss-ups, which start 
with the least known and proceed to the best known facts. 

  The math questions, far fewer than in Illinois format, are not 
strictly timed! As in some national tournaments, moderators im-
pose a “reasonable time limit” on the questions. NAQT format has 
much less math and science and puts a premium on social studies, 
humanities, and pop culture. 

  In this tournament, a fundraiser to help send the U of Iowa team 
to nationals in Boston last spring, Iowa team members wrote the 
questions for rounds 1-4. Rounds 5-10 and beyond were from 
NAQT. The earlier questions were better tuned to what high school 
students should know. Consequently, the later, harder questions 
meant lower average scores. 

  When it was obvious by mid-afternoon that rounds 11 and 12 
would not be played due to time constraints, they were simply 
dropped and teams assigned quarterfinal slots based on record and 
points. The organizers were a little too ambitious in their efforts to 
give teams more matches for their money. 

  At the end of the long day, I learned from the organizer that the 
Hawkeye team’s funding was being cut from $3000 to $500 for 
this year. The tournament is important for Iowa high schools, 
which have most of their competitions in the spring, and even 
more so for the University’s team. 

  Iowa schools do not have the organization and active coaches as-
sociation to run regular tournaments for 5 to 6 months. A Cedar 
Rapids area coach I met does have a web site with information 
about various tournaments, but the consistent scheduling or host-
ing of events that we enjoy in Illinois simply is not there. 

  One glaring result of this lack was the scheduling of a national 
qualifying tournament for the Saturday before Easter at Iowa State 
in Ames! When I asked how this could happen, a coach shrugged 
and said either people did not look ahead or that was the only wee-
kend the site was available. 

  Although Iowa academic competition lacks the organization and 
sanctioning by IHSA that we have, I did find a number of posi-
tives. The students displayed exemplary sportsmanship and received 
high-quality moderating by U of Iowa team members. The coaches, 
who were not paid, were committed and willing to give up their 
Saturdays. This may sound all too familiar to many of you. 

  The Bettendorf team finished third when their opponent had to 
leave early. Their only afternoon loss (with just 3 team members 
still playing) was to eventual champion Iowa City Regina. 

  By comparison, we have so much in Illinois: A coaches’ associa-
tion of over 300 members, a hard-working state steering commit-
tee, well-run and established tournaments, coaches’ aids like hand-
books, rulebooks, scorebooks, and an exciting format for players 
and spectators alike. The next time you feel like grumbling about 
something, stop to think about all that is done so well. Renew 
your IHSSBCA membership right away and be proud of it.  And 
remember – No whispering allowed!  
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2003-04 Schedule of Academic Competitions and Other Events
(Week) Date Day Northeast (Regions 1-2-3) Northwest (Region 4) Central/South (Regions 5-6-7)

(15) Oct 18 Saturday 6th Loyola Ultima* (Closed) ← ← statewide draw ← ← statewide draw

(16) Oct 25 Saturday 6th NU (Evanston) NAQT* - open date  - 7th Ottawa Marquette Varsity
ACT Date* Robert Flaxman Robb Watson (815-433-0125 x46)

<r_flaxman@northwestern.edu> <watsolioni@hotmail.com>

(17) Nov 1 Saturday 6th Von Steuben Frosh/Soph 5th Princeville Invitational - open date  -
SAT Date* Bob Schrempf (773-534-5100) Peggy Shane (309-385-4660x1330)

<rschrempf@enc.k12.il.us> <chemistry100@hotmail.com>

(18) Nov 8 Saturday 3rd New Trier Scobol Solo* ← ← statewide draw ← ← statewide draw
David Reinstein (847-784-6616)

<reinsted@nttc.org> St. Bede Varsity (Closed) U of I Phi Scholars
... and ... ... and ... (Champaign) Heather Alesch

New! Conserve (Wisconsin) VJV QBT NAQT* 9th Moline Frosh/Soph <alesch@students.uiuc.edu>
Phil Blessman (715-547-1341) Nick Pitz (309-757-3545 x1608)

<Phil.Blessman@ConserveSchool.org> <npitz@moline.lth2.k12.il.us>

(19) Nov 15 Saturday 8th IHSSBCA Kickoff 8th IHSSBCA Kickoff Highland Braingames (Monmouth) VJV
@ Von Steuben HS @ Sterling HS Matthew Katsenes <mkatsene@monm.edu>

(20) Nov 16 Sunday 7th UIContest (Student/Parent)* ← ← statewide draw ← ← statewide draw
Janis Hayden <mjhay@uic.edu>

(20) Nov 22 Saturday 2nd Lincoln-Way East Varsity - open date  - Streator Frosh/Soph
Mark Cohen (815-464-4265) Robert Mattson (815-672-0545)

<fzxtchr@hotmail.com> <mattsonr@streatorhs.k12.il.us>

(22) Dec 3 Wednesday  computer-based Knowledge Master Open* <www.greatauk.com>  computer-based

(22) Dec 6 Saturday 14th HL Richards Varsity - open date  - River City VJV Classic (Peoria)
SAT Date* Mike Cleary (708-499-2550 x2017) Diane Koch (309-672-6630)

Paul Faeh <history218@hotmail.com>

(23) Dec 13 Saturday 11th Fremd Frosh/Soph 7th Rockford Boylan Frosh/Soph Charleston Varsity (?)
ACT Date* Kevin Palmer (847-755-2600) Susan May (815-877-0531)

<kcp1963@yahoo.com> <suemay2@juno.com>

(24) Dec 20 Saturday 6th Von Steuben Varsity - open date  - Streator Varsity
Bob Schrempf (773-534-5100) Robert Mattson (815-672-0545)

<rschrempf@enc.k12.il.us> <mattsonr@streatorhs.k12.il.us>

(26) Jan 3 Saturday 5th Kaneland Varsity - open date  - - open date  -
Ken Dentino (630-365-5100 x218)

<kdentino@kaneland.org>

(27) Jan 10 Saturday 2nd Wheaton North Varsity 5th Rockford Auburn Frosh/Soph 5th IHSSBCA Turnabout
Phyllis Kidd (630-784-7443) Linda Greene (815-966-3300 x832) @ Normal West HS

<pkiddup@avenew.com> <linda.greene@rps205.com> ... and ...
Macomb Rotary Varsity (?)

(28) Jan 17 Saturday 5th IHSSBCA Turnabout 11th Sterling Varsity Wash U (St. Louis ) PACE* (?)
@ Evergreen Park HS Cheryl Christianson

<cchristi@essex1.com>

(29) Jan 24 Saturday 9th Fremd Varsity Winnebago Varsity 5th IHSSBCA Turnabout
SAT Date* Kevin Palmer (847-755-2600) Karen Niemeier (815-335-2336) @ Breese Central HS

<kcp1963@yahoo.com>

(30) Jan 31 Saturday Wheaton North Falcon Classic Frosh/Soph 7th Rockford Boylan Varsity 41st Streator Rotary (Woodland HS)
Phyllis Kidd (630-784-7443) Susan May (815-877-0531) Sue Schmitt (815-672-4576)

<pkiddup@avenew.com> <suemay2@juno.com> <cac701@crtelco.com>
... and ..

EIU Honors Program Tournament (?)
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(Week) Date Day Northeast (Regions 1-2-3) Northwest (Region 4) Central/South (Regions 5-6-7)

(31) Feb 7 Saturday - open date  - 6th Sterling Frosh/Soph - open date  -
Speech Individual Regionals* Cheryl Christianson <cchristi@essex1.com>
ACT Date*

(32) Feb 8 Sunday statewide draw → → statewide draw → → 4th  Team Illinois Selection Event
Radisson Hotel, Bloomington

(32) Feb 11 Wednesday 16 sites statewide IHSA Sectional Seed Meetings 16 sites statewide

(32) Feb 14 Saturday Motorola Science Bowl* ← ← statewide draw ← ← statewide draw
Speech Individual Sectionals* Harper College
30th Chess State Final* <julie.mcdillon@motorola.com>

(33) Feb 21 Saturday various sites statewide Masonic Sectionals various sites statewide
64th Speech Individual State Final* Wendell Walch <wwalch@prodigy.net>

(34) Feb 28 Saturday 9th Annual Loyola Rambler Frosh/Soph - open date  - - open date  -
ICTM David Riley (847-920-2546) <driley@loy.org>
Math ... and ...
Contest 2nd Conserve (Wisconsin) Varsity QBT NAQT*
Regionals* Phil Blessman (715-547-1341)

<Phil.Blessman@ConserveSchool.org>

(35) Mar 6 Saturday statewide draw → → statewide draw → → 21st Masonic State Final
31st Music S & E State Final* Site TBA

(36) Mar 8 Monday 64 sites statewide IHSA Regionals 64 sites statewide

(36) Mar 13 Saturday 16 sites statewide IHSA Sectionals 16 sites statewide
64th Speech-Debate State Final*

(37) Mar 20 Saturday statewide draw → → statewide draw → → 18th IHSA State Final
Speech-Drama GI Sectionals* Peoria Civic Center

(38) Mar 26-27 Fri-Sat 64th Speech-Drama GI State Final *

(42) Apr 21 Wednesday computer-based Knowledge Master Open* <www.greatauk.com>  computer-based

(42) Apr 23-24 Fri-Sat various sites statewide Music Organization State Final* various sites statewide

(43) Apr 26 Monday statewide draw → → statewide draw → → 11th IHSA All-State Academic Banquet*
Radisson Hotel, Bloomington

(43) May 1 Saturday statewide draw → → statewide draw → → ICTM State Math Contest*
Champaign

     National Academic Competitions

May 28-31 New Orleans LA 22nd Annual National Academic Championship, Phase I * <http://www.qunlimited.com/national.htm>
May 30-Jun 3 Lake Forest IL 18th Annual Quiz Bowl Tournament of Champions* <http://www.morningside.edu/ascn/>
Jun 3-6 Washington DC 22nd Annual National Academic Championship, Phase II* <http://www.qunlimited.com/national.htm>
Jun 5-6 or 12-13     Site TBA 6th Annual NAQT High School National Championship* <http://www.naqt.com/>
Jun 11-14 St. Louis MO 22nd Annual National Academic Championship, Phase III* <http://www.qunlimited.com/national.htm>
Jun 12-13 College Park MD 7th Annual PACE National Scholastics Championship* <http://www.cwru.edu/orgs/trivia/pace/>
Jun 19-22 Orlando FL 17th Annual Panasonic Academic Challenge* <http://www.academic-challenge.org/>

If your tournament isn’t listed, or if the information listed is wrong, call David Riley at 847-920-2546 or e-mail <driley@loy.org>.

* Events marked with an asterisk  are academic competitions (and testing dates) that do not fit the IHSA’s definition of Scholastic Bowl 
contests. We list them because they might be of interest to, or cause scheduling conflicts for, a number of your players.

  During the defined season, you and your Scholastic Bowl team may participate in non-Scholastic Bowl academic events. Results from those ev-
ents do not become part of your record for seeding purposes, and such events do not count towards your 18 Scholastic Bowl dates.

  Outside the defined season, your Scholastic Bowl team can’t organize, practice, or compete, but students who were/are on your Scholastic Bowl 
team may join club teams, or teams unaffiliated with the school, that can participate in non-Scholastic Bowl academic events.

  This is an unofficial interpretation of IHSA rules. For an official ruling on whether an event qualifies as 
Scholastic Bowl, or what you or your team can or can’t do, contact Anthony Holman at the IHSA Office.
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For news about high school tournaments
all over the USA

visit <http://www.hsquizbowl.org/>

2003 National Level Recap
17th Annual Quiz Bowl Tournament of Champions
May 22-27, 2003 in Lake Forest,  IL
from information on the ASCN website
<www.morningside.edu/ascn>

  Dorman (Spartanburg SC) met George Walton Comprehensive 
(Marietta GA) in the finals and won 390-180. Semifinalists were 
Spotswood (Penn Laird VA) and Edmond Memorial (OK). Quarter-
finalists included Coply (OH), Benton (AR), Savannah (MO), and 
Chaska (MN). 28 teams (none from Illinois) competed.

21st Annual National Academic Championship
Phase 1, May 29-June 1, 2003 in New Orleans, LA
from information on the NAC website
<http://www.qunlimited.com/national.htm>

  Scripps Ranch (San Diego CA), who had gone 3-1 in the pre-
liminary rounds and was seeded #6 of 10 teams to make the playoff 
rounds, defeated Waramaug (CT) 450-270, East Brunswick (NJ) 
420-350, and Brookwood (Snellville GA) 390-255 to earn a trip to 
St. Louis to compete in the Semifinals.

  27 of the 105 teams that entered the National Academic Cham-
pionship competed in New Orleans. Each team was guaranteed 4 
prelminary matches. The top 10 teams made the playoffs.

  The Golden Warriors from Sterling, Illinois lost their opening 
match 320-380 to Plano (TX), then defeated Irmo B (SC) 360-145, 
Shepton 365-220, and East Brunswick (NJ) 320-305 to make the 
playoffs. There they were eliminated by Liberty (MO) 350-280. 
Sterling finished 35th out of 105 teams nationally.

5th Annual HS National Championship Tournament
May 31-June 1, 2003 in Myrtle Beach, SC
from information on the NAQT website
<http://www.naqt.com/hsnct/2003/results/index.html>

  Thomas Jefferson HS for Science & Technology (Alexandria VA) 
went undefeated in the playoff rounds, winning the tournament 
over Dorman (Spartanburg SC) by a score of 370-205. Defending 
champion St. John’s (Houston TX) finished third with Walton 
(Marietta GA) taking fourth. Maggie Walker Governor’s School 
for Government & International Studies (Richmond VA) had gone 
undefeated in the preliminary rounds; they finished 5th overall.

  In the contest for the Top Small School, Cutter Morning Star 
(Hot Springs AR) defeated Westmont Hilltop (Johnstown PA) 
250-220 in a thrilling final. Defending champion Kent City (MI) 
finished third. 

  In all, 62 teams (none from Illinois) participated, playing a guar-
anteed ten games each. The top 24 teams advanced to the playoffs. 

  Schools interested in attending or hosting qualifying events in the 
coming year should contact NAQT (naqt@naqt.com). The date and 
site for the 2004 national has not yet been announced.

21st Annual National Academic Championship
Phase 2,  June 5-8,  2003 in Washington, DC
from information on the NAC website

  Of the 20 teams qualifying for the playoff rounds, 9 were from 
the state of New York. At the “Final Four” level Horace Greeley 
(Chappaqua NY) overcame Plano East (TX) 395-260 and Smith-
town (NY) defeated Long Island (NY) rival Kellenberg Memorial 
425-275. Horace Greeley then edged Smithtown 275-250 to win 
their third trip in four years to the Finals, this year in St. Louis.

  Three schools competing in Washington placed both their “A” 
and “B” teams in the playoffs: Horace Greeley (NY), White Plains 
(NY), and High Technology (NJ). Only once before – 6 years ago – 
did a team manage this feat: Dorman (Spartanburg SC).

  50 of the 105 teams that entered the National Academic Cham-
pionship competed in Washington. Each team was guaranteed 4 
preliminary mathces. The top 20 teams made the playoffs.

  The Cardinals from Blue Island, Illinois defeated Alief Hastings 
(TX) 235-210 and edged Klein Forest (TX) 275-270 then lost to 
Hastings (NY) 190-335 and Fort Ann Central (NY) 265-315, end-
ing with a 2-2 record and finishing 65th out of 105 teams overall.

  The Mules from Fairfield, Illinois lost their opening match 195-
265 to Salisbury (MD), then edged Blessed Sacrament Huguenot 
(VA) 290-275, Carlisle (IA) 285-275, and St. Mary’s (WV) 325-
320 to make the playoffs. There they were eliminated by Lan-
caster Catholic 405-250. Fairfield finished 38th out of 105 teams.

21st Annual National Academic Championship
Phase 3,  June 12-15,  2002 in St .  Louis ,  MO
from information on the NAC website

  Walton (Marietta GA) went undefeated in the St. Louis leg of the 
tournament. Going 4-0 in the preliminaries was a feat in itself, as 
they had to face two eventual playoff teams, beating New Rochelle 
(NY) 465-290 and Warren Central (IN) in a 330-325 nail-biter. 
They also overcame southeast rival Aiken (SC) 370-320 after trail-
ing most of the match.

  In the playoff rounds, Walton proved a juggernaut. They defeated 
New Rochelle in a rematch 475-245, slammed Booker T. Washing-
ton (OK) 445-245, and crushed Apollo (KY) 375-190.Three teams 
from St. Paul, Minnesota (who had played each other many times 
back home) made the playoffs: Chaska, Roseville, and St. Thomas 
Academy. Chaska advanced the farthest but lost to Apollo.

  Horace Greely had already made the finals by defeating Smithtown 
in the first semifinal match in Washington. In the other semifinal 
match, held in St. Louis, Walton, the top St. Louis team squared 
off against Scripps Ranch, the top New Orleans team. What fol-
lowed was one of the greatest NAC games ever – a game whose 
virtuoso display of knowledge by both teams was, unfortunately, 
marred by controversy at the end. 

  Tied at 325 when the horn sounded, the Scripps Ranch team was 
eventually awarded the win on a protest after the longest research 
break in the NAC’s 21-year history. Walton had been awarded 15 
bonus points for naming “Lake Maracaibo” as the largest lake in 
South America after Scripps Ranch’s answer of “Lake Titicaca” had 
been denied. Scripps argued that Lake Maracaibo was not in fact a 
lake, but an extension of the Caribbean Sea.  
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    Puzzle Corner
What two words end in -GRY?
The two words are hungry and angry.

If you spell out numbers, and start at O-N-E, how far would you 
have to count until you would need to use the letter “A”?

  The title match, then, pitted Scripps Ranch against Horace Gree-
ley – the school that had been to the finals three of the last four 
seasons. Horace Greely’s (and New York’s) quest for their first Na-
tional Championship was realized when they defeated the California 
school 375-195, leading at the end of each period of the match.

The Romans from Chicago, Illinois lost  300-335 to eventual #1 
playoff seed Chaska (MN) and 285-340 to New Rochelle (NY), 
then crushed St. Thomas Academy (MN) 425-215 and edged Pin-
gry (NJ) 240-225, ending with a 2-2 record. The Romans finished 
45th out of 105 teams nationally.

6th Annual PACE
National Scholastics Championship
June 14-15, 2003 in Cleveland, OH
from information on the PACE website
<http://www.cwru.edu/orgs/trivia/pace/>

  Congratulations to Paul M. Dorman HS (Spartanburg SC) for 
winning the 2003 NSC Championship, defeating Thomas Jefferson 
HS for Science & Technology (Alexandria VA). Semifinalists were 
Detroit Catholic Central HS (Redford MI) and Paul L. Dunbar HS 
(Lexington KY). 27 teams (none from Illniois) competed.

  Congratulations, also, to the consolation bracket champions – the 
“B” team from Thomas Jefferson – who defeated Hartland HS (MI). 
Semifinalists were the “B” team from State College Area HS (PA) 
and the “B” team from St. Ignatius HS (OH).

  The 2003 Benjamin Cooper Academic Ambassador Award was 
presented to Carolyn Hawkins for her service in promoting high 
school academic competition in the state of Tennessee and nation-
ally. Mrs. Hawkins, advisor to the Cookeville Academic Team, 
also serves as one of four regional liaisons and the Calendar Coor-
dinator for the Tennessee Academic Coaches Association.

16th Annual Panasonic Academic Challenge 
June 21-24, 2003 in Orlando, Florida
from information on the PAC website
<http://www.academic-challenge.org>

  For the seventh consecutive year, the IHSSBCA sponsored an all-
star team from Illinois to attend the Panasonic Academic Challenge 
(PAC) in Orlando, Florida. Nominations were taken from coaches 
throughout the state and a committee of coaches and moderators se-
lected the six-member team after nearly 20 hopefuls met in Bloo-
mington for a Florida-style Selection Event.

  The PAC is unique among “Nationals” in that only one team 
from each state may compete, and all-star teams are encouraged. 
Other differences include up to six teams playing in a match; one 
buzzer per team; points off for wrong answers; no rebounds; and 
sixty-second time limits for every toss-up.

  This year, 33 states and Washington DC competed. Team Illinois 
won their opening match with 270 points, defeating Vermont 
(239), Iowa (131), Mississippi (130), and Colorado (108), and ad-
vanced to the semifinals. There they scored 157 points but finished 
behind South Carolina (188), Texas (181), Georgia (170), and Mis-
souri (163). South Carolina and Texas advanced to the finals. Vir-
ginia (255) was first; Florida (205) was second; and South Carolina 
(177) was third. Ben Taylor of Rockford Guilford was named to the 
All America Team sponsored by Publix Super Markets Charities.

Testimony to a Well-Run
Tournament: Orion, IL
by David Riley, Loyola Academy, Wilmette

  How often have you thought about hosting a tournament, but on 
second thought found the idea overwhelming? Where to get ques-
tions, where to find moderators, will you serve food, what kind of 
trophies ... all of these aspects of running a tournament can boggle 
the mind. If you’ve ever felt this way, you may want to consider 
the annual tournaments at Orion.

  Orion [pronounced OR-ee-un, not o-RY-in] is a small town of 
about 2,000 in northwestern Illinois, roughly ten miles south of 
Moline. Orion HS enrolls 400 students from the area. For several 
years, they have run both a varsity and a frosh/soph tournament that 
could be the model for small tournaments run by small schools. 

  In order to keep the tournament manageable, the field is limited to 
20 teams, divided into 5 pools of 4 teams each. Everyone is guar-
anteed three matches; the five pool winners and three wild cards 
(based on total points across the board) advance to an eight-team, 
winner-consolation playoff. Pools are arranged by size of school. 
Thus, my team knows ahead of time that they will probably play 
our long-time rivals Moline and Sterling in the morning rounds.

  The questions are usually written in-house by Marlena Scavuzzo, 
an English teacher at Orion. If your team is used to short-answer, 
quick recall questions, then they may find these to be a challenge: 
few, if any, of her questions could be called “buzzer beaters.” Teams 
find that the tossup questions often must be "dissected" in order to 
get the correct answer. Bonuses are often tossups unto themselves; 
i.e., they are rarely pattern bonuses that ask “which Constitutional 
amendment ... ?”, etc. As a result, a high level of competition is 
guaranteed; knowledge is often rewarded more than or equal to fast 
reflexes. Teams lucky enough to place in the afternoon receive 
beautifully designed plaques to commemorate their victories.

  Perhaps the most pervasive aspect of Orion’s tournaments is the 
high degree of community involvement. Teachers from the area 
serve as moderators. Volunteers happily assist with timing and 
scorekeeping, and the Music Booster’s Club sells lunch between the 
morning rounds and afternoon playoffs. A strong community spirit 
is evident, and my team and I have always felt welcome.

  Scholastic Bowl coach Rhonda Cox coordinates Orion’s tourna-
ments. In the past, they were coordinated by coaches Jens Rehder 
(now at nearby Rock Island) and Shelley Hutton (no longer 
coaching). Both former coaches still help with the tournament – 
further testament to Orion’s community involvement.

  So, the next time you think that only big city schools have the 
resources to host tournaments, take a look at Orion. A little effort 
and a lot of community spirit can go a long way toward running a 
successful tournament.
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Host an IHSSBCA Octangular!
  This year, in an attempt to acquaint more coaches with hosting 
tournaments, as well as allowing more coaches the opportunity to 
better fine-tune the level of competition that their team plays, the 
IHSSBCA is helping to organize Octangular Tournaments in Fe-
bruary, 2004.  

  Ideally, these will be seven-round tournaments with eight schools 
participating, thus allowing for a great deal of play while only us-
ing one date. Other formats are permitted as long as eight schools 
compete and are guaranteed at least four matches. Small, eight-
team conferences could even consider using an Octangular as their 
conference championship tournament.

  Hosts may extend invitations to those schools whom they best 
feel would be at the proper level of competition for their team.  
Furthermore, coaches will be able to gain experience in hosting 
tournaments without the mess of bracketing and pooling teams in 
large quantities.  

  The IHSSBCA will provide seven rounds of questions f r ee  to 
each host at both the Varsity and Frosh-Soph levels (although it is 
not required that the tournament be run on both levels), eliminat-
ing one of the most common stumbling blocks coaches encounter 
when they consider hosting a tournaments (“Where am I going to 
get the questions?) The IHSSBCA will also provide some sugges-
tions on how to run the event.  

  The host school sends out their own invitations, sets their own 
entry fee, recruits moderators or has coaches share the duties as 
they wish, provides whatever trophies, medals, or certificates they 
wish, and keeps all the proceeds (after expenses) for their own 
team’s use. You’ll only need 4 classrooms to host this event.

  The following schools have pre l iminar i ly  inquired about 
hosting an Octangular Tournament: Carterville, Rockford 
(Auburn), Mundelein (Carmel), Sullivan, Park Ridge (Maine 
South), and Wheaton-Warrenville South.

  If you were left off this list (unintentionally, I assure you – I 
may have lost your email), or you think you would like to host 
such a tournament in February 2004, please contact Tom Egan at 
Maine South, by phone (847-692-8100) or preferably via email 
<eganphysics@aol.com>. We will track hosts geographically to 
spread them around the state. Teams may only enter one Octangu-
lar, since (obviously) the same question sets will be used at each 
Octangular; this is also why they must all occur in February.

Spotlight On ... 
Brenda Bratcher
by Mary Jo Osborne, Carterville HS

  After nearly twenty seasons of coaching the Carterville High 
School Scholar Bowl Team, math teacher Brenda Bratcher closed 
the door of her classroom and began her retirement with a trip to 
Kentucky Lake, accompanied by her husband of 31 years, Bruce.

  Brenda, a life-long resident of Herrin, Illinois, graduated from 
Herrin HS, and earned her B.S and M.S. degrees at Southern Illi-
nois University, Carbondale. She began teaching mathematics at 
Carterville HS in the 1968-69 school year. Throughout her teach-
ing career, Brenda worked to advance academics at Carterville. She 
served as National Honor Society Sponsor from 1977 to 2003, act-
ed as gifted coordinator, started Beta Club at CHS, and advised nu-
merous JETS, WYSE, Hi-Q, and Academic Olympiad teams. Bren-
da led her fellow teachers in establishing an Annual Academic Hon-
ors Night, and coordinated the event every year.

  Brenda began Scholar Bowl competition at Carterville HS in 
1984, and along with various assistants throughout the years, led 
her students through many successful seasons. Under her leader-
ship, Carterville HS became established as one of the strongest 
teams in southern Illinois. The team appeared at IHSA State Finals 
in 2001 and 2002, finishing as runner-up in 2002. Carterville 
teams won or placed at numerous Regional and Sectional cham-
pionships, Williamson County, Masonic, John A Logan, and 
IHSSBCA Kickoff tournaments.

  Throughout Brenda’s thirty-five years of teaching she has touched 
the lives of many Carterville students. Several of her former stud-
ents have followed her into the teaching profession. Many Carter-
ville Unit #5 teachers, staff members, and the superintendent of 
schools had “Mrs. Bratcher” for one or more math classes while 
they were in high school.

  Retirement will bring many changes for Brenda, but free time 
will not be one of them. Brenda and Bruce share a wide range of in-
terests including travel and golf. At one time they were state cham-
pions in archery. Bruce and Brenda are perennial Carterville sports 
fans, supporters of the Booster Club, season ticket, and reserved 
seat holders. Brenda is a member of several professional and social 
organizations and she will continue to teach math at John A. Lo-
gan Community College. She is actively involved in the lives of 
her nieces, grandnieces, and grandnephews. 

  Brenda’s current students maintain that this retirement will give 
her more time to shop. Not the dowdy school teacher, Brenda is 
legendary among her students for never wearing the same outfit 
twice in a school year. Students know that Mrs. Bratcher dresses 
to catch their attention with sequins, beads, and even feathers! An 
invitation to her annual garage sale is highly prized by size-four 
ladies everywhere!

  Brenda’s presence will be deeply missed by the Scholastic Bowl 
team and all Carterville students. The time, effort, and love she 
has given the school are immeasurable.
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A Coach’s Bag of Tricks
Part 4 of a 4 part series for new coaches
by David Riley, Loyola Academy, Wilmette

On a Personal Note ...
• Coaching changes for 2003-04: Sharon Lorinskas replaces 
Brenda Berg at Carbondale HS; Wendy Fitzanko replaces 
Karen Lyons at Dixon HS; Rollin Mayes  replaces Adam 
Held at Wheaton Academy in West Chicago; Ernesto Razo 
replaces Charlotte Sukta at Saint Laurence HS in Burbank; 
Andrew Urbanowski replaces Fr. Bernard Horzen at St. 
Bede Academy; Mary Jo Osborne replaces Brenda Bratch-
er at Carterville HS; Mike Ferguson replaces Steve Phil-
l ips  at DD Eisenhower HS in Blue Island; Michael Sacks 
replaces Robert Girsch at Homewood-Flossmoor HS; and 
Robb Watson replaces Shawn Trotter at Marquette HS in 
Ottawa.

• Debbie Martin, former coach of PORTA HS in Petersburg 
and member of the IHSSBCA Steering Committee, will marry 
her long-time boyfriend Rich in April 2004 at St. John USVI at 
Trunk Bay, one of the ports on a seven-day cruise.

• Marelene Farver, former coach of Richmond-Burton HS, 
has retired to Green Valley, Arizona (near Tucson). 

• Suellyn Rickelman  of Macomb HS reports that on of her 
top incoming senior players, Brian Rogers, was killed in a 
car accident on July 31st. The school and team plan to honor 
him with a Scholastic Bowl scholarship.

  A new Scholastic Bowl season beckons, and you are planning 
for your second year as a coach. Compared to this time last year, 
you are probably feeling a little more organized and hopefully a 
lot better informed. But something is bugging you: Last year’s 
team was enthusiastic and dedicated, but their overall performance 
was less than stellar. You might chalk up part of this to your own 
inexperience, but you feel that there are some factors beyond your 
control. Not only is there no way that you can beat West Region-
al College Prep, but your school just can’t afford to offer Calcu-
lus, European History, Advanced Physics and other courses that 
appear to fuel the brains of the top-scoring teams. Then, while 
your kids enjoy playing the game, they are not really competitive. 
Yet, you think that if their win/loss record doesn’t improve, then 
you might lose your players. Does this all mean that losing most 
of your matches is your destiny? No! Here are some tips that may 
not help you win the State Tournament but can go a long way in 
improving your team’s performance.

  I assume that you have organized your team for the year, or at 
least have some ideas about returnees and recruits. Take a good 
look at your students: is there a subject area that is missing 
among their strengths? If so, try to recruit someone who can make 
a solid contribution to the team in that area. If that doesn’t work 
out, then dedicate a part of each practice session to studying a 
small part of that area. For example, if you are unable to recruit a 
science person, then you might want to have your team study the 
periodic table, biological taxonomy, or subsets of these larger ar-
eas. If a student volunteers – and carries out their intentions – to 
study one of these areas, then so much the better! Make it a team 
effort to improve their weak areas.

  Another way to group study is to have the team study small ar-
eas of what I call “almanac information”: constitutional amend-
ments, U. S. Presidents, Roman emperors, and so on. Questions 
that cover this kind of information always come up at matches and 
tournaments; tell your students that reviewing these areas is bank-
ing knowledge for future benefits.

  Consider spending some time dissecting different types of ques-
tions. Many questions tend to be the quick, short answer variety, 
and that is fine. But there is a growing trend toward multi-part and 
pyramid-style questions; i.e., ones that begin with obscure clues 
that move toward the more specific. Many of the reasons some 
teams are faster on the buzzer has nothing to do with reflexes, but 
that they are used to dissecting the question as they listen to it. 
For example, a question that begins “What Middle English writer 
... ?” must have Chaucer as the answer unless you are using a set 
of questions written by college students. If a question contains the 
key words and phrases “classical composer”, “Salzburg”, and 
“prodigy”, then the answer is Mozart, because this information, 
together, does not apply to any other composer who is likely to 
be asked about in a Scholastic Bowl question set. If your students 
are in the habit of waiting until the end of the sentence to buzz in, 
chances are very good that another team will beat them to the 
buzzer if they are listening to parts of the question as it is read.

  Then, be sure to nip any bad habits in the bud as soon as you 
notice them. For example, buzzing in early on short answer ques-
tions is fine, but if you are in round four of a tournament that has 
had mostly multi-step questions, then the players should keep this 
tendency in check. If you’ve noticed a mixture of question types, 
then the students really need to listen carefully to each question 
before they attempt an answer. Another erroneous assumption by 
many players is that all questions will have difficult, or trick, an-
swers. Not so – if no one is buzzing in because (they tell you lat-
er) they think that their answer is too easy, then it probably is!

  Finally, don’t give the other team any ammunition! If the mod-
erator reads a math question, and all of your team members sit 
back with their arms folded, that’s going to be a clear signal to 
the other team that there’s no rush to buzz in on math questions, 
because your team obviously doesn’t know their stuff! In such sit-
uations, a little faking doesn’t hurt – at least two people should be 
scribbling furiously as if they were rushing to get the answer. If 
one of your team members is always buzzing in, but getting the 
wrong answers, that will also send a signal to the other team to 
wait, because they will then wait to hear the entire question before 
they attempt an answer. 

  In short, know your players, their strengths and their weakness-
es, and work on strategies. But most of all: however you do it, 
motivate them to increase their knowledge base. Without that eve-
rything else is of little consequence.

David, Librarian at Loyola Academy, is in his eleventh year as 
head Scholastic Bowl coach. He is in his sixth year as Chairman 
of the IHSSBCA Steering Committee. He hosted the IHSSBCA 
Kickoff for 5 years, and will host the 9th annual Loyola Rambler 
Frosh/Soph Tournament in February.
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Statement of Income and Expenses
September 1, 2003

Submitted by Rob Grierson, IHSSBCA Past Treasurer

Income
Membership Dues $2,335.00
Advertising 0.00
Handbooks 355.00
Scorebooks 619.00
Donations      157.00

Total  Income $3,466.00

Expenses
Newsletter 0.00
Tournaments 0.00
Handbooks 0.00
Scorebooks 0.00
Membership Mailings 0.00
Miscellaneous         0.00

Total  Expenses $0.00

Net Income $3,466.00

From 02-03 $   208.00

Bank Ba lance  9 /1 /03 $3,674.00

Statement of Income and Expenses
September 1, 2002 through August 30, 2003

Submitted by Rob Grierson, IHSSBCA Treasurer

Income
Membership Dues $6,430.00
Handbooks & Updates 590.00
Scorebooks 1,372.00
Advertising 1,490.00
Donations        1,835.00
Miscellaneous              10.00

Total  Income $11,727.00

Expenses
PAC Team IL, 2002 $398.50
PAC Team IL, 2003 3,638.91
Newsletter 1,767.05
Tournaments 1,869.58
Handbooks & Updates 1,256.75
Scorebooks 1,417.00
Membership Mailings 354.65
Scholastic Bowl Week 0.00
Website 380.95
All-State Awards 527.87
Miscellaneous           17.00

Total  Expenses $11,628.26

Net  02-03  Gain  (Loss) 98.74

From 01-02 $109.26
8 Yr Total  Gain (Loss) $208.00

T o  0 3 - 0 4
Prepaid Memberships $2,335.00
Prepaid Handbooks 355.00
Prepaid Scorebooks 619.00
Prepaid Donations 157.00
Cumulative Gain (Loss)        208.00

Bank  Ba lance  8 /30 /03 $3,674.00

Net Team IL 2003 cost to IHSSBCA after donations was $2,192

IHSA Rule Changes Approved!
  In June, the IHSA Board of Directors passed a number of changes 
that affect Scholastic Bowl. These changes are based on the recom-
mendations of the IHSA Scholastic Bowl Advisory Committee. 
While these changes are not official until they appear in the IHSA 
Terms and Conditions, some tournament directors may choose to 
start using the rules immediately. In any event, they should be in 
effect for the State Series in March, 2004. Here are the highlights:

1. There will be a clarification on the use of adjusted winning per-
centage. While coaches are free to vote for seeding in anyway they 
see fit, this adjusted winning percentage acts as a guide to help dif-
ferentiate between teams with similar (regular) winning percentag-
es. Votes must be done publicly so that all coaches in attendance 
know how all of the other coaches have voted.

2. Regionals will be numbered according to the higher seed of the 
team. In other words, Regional #1 in each sectional should be the 
Regional of the #1 seed. The goal is to have the top two seeded 
teams meet in the third and final Sectional match.

3. There is an adjustment made in the physical arrangement for 
teams. This is not a hard and fast rule, as different rooms where 
matches are held may not allow for this set up, but it does recom-
mend an “ideal” arrangement with the moderator between the teams 
and facing the audience. Teams are seated in a “chevron” formation.

4. There is clarification involving forfeits, and the use of five play-
ers. Five players are needed to start a match, and are required as long 
as there are five players that may legally continue playing, but a 
team may continue play in the event a player must be removed and 
there is no fifth legal player to continue. There is also a clarifica-
tion of procedure in the event of a forfeit during pool play.

5. Sectional and State Final matches will go back to 30 questions.

6. There will be one set of replacement questions for Regionals, 
Sectionals, and State. This eases the pressure on question writers.

7. The first match of the State Final Tournament will start at 9:30. 
The moderators meeting for the State Finals will be held earlier in 
the day on the Friday before the tournament. There were also altera-
tions in the pay structure for moderators at the State Final.

8. The sub-categories of American, British, and World literature 
were deleted from the “Literature/Language Arts” category. 
“Literature” will now be a single sub-category.

  Changes to the Scholastic Bowl Rule Book were also approved by 
the Scholastic Bowl Advisory Committe, but did not require appro-
val by the IHSA Board of Directors. These changes will appear in 
the Rule Book at the discretion of Anthony Holman:

• Players may signal their coach for a time-out. Coaches may call 
the time-out or signal “No” to their team.

• Leading articles in literary/artistic works may be omitted or re-
placed with an alternate article.

• No penalty for a blurted wrong answer. Blurted correct answers 
will be worth 5 points instead of 10 points.

• Appeal time is extended from 2 minutes to 3 minutes.

Send your questions and recommendations to Anthony Holman at 
the IHSA, or talk to any member of the Advisory Committee.
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Who’s In Charge? A guide for who to contact for questions related to Scholastic Bowl
IHSATerms & Conditions, IHSA Rules, IHSA State Series (Regionals/Sectionals)

Anthony Holman IHSA Assistant Executive Bloomington, IL 309-663-6377 <holman@ihsa.org>

purchasing IHSA practice questions, getting on the official IHSA moderators list, working at the IHSA State Finals
Debbie Van Gilder IHSA Executive Assistant Bloomington, IL 309-663-6377 <debbie@ihsa.org>

Kickoff Tournaments, scheduling a tournament, Panasonic Academic Challenge - Team Illinois
David Riley IHSSBCA Chairman Loyola Academy 847-920-2546 <driley@loy.org>

membership questions, Scholastic Visions newsletter, buying an IHSSBCA Coaches Handbook, buying a Scorebook
Rob Grierson IHSSBCA Newsletter Editor Evanston, IL 10/1-5/1 847-864-3165 <robgrierson@comcast.net>

IHSSBCA Membership Chair Fremont, MI 5/1-10/1 231-928-0710 <robgrierson@comcast.net>

Case Manual, Octangular Tournaments, All-Sectional - All-State, Coaches Hall of Fame, Spotlight Series
Tom Egan IHSSBCA Ombudsman Maine South HS 847-692-8100 <eganphysics@aol.com>

Turnabout Tournaments, blacklist of teams not invited to Turnabout Tournaments
David Reinstein IHSSBCA Board Member New Trier HS 847-784-6616 <reinsted@nttc.org>

sending in your membership form and check, reimbursements for Kickoff or Turnabout trophies
Debbie Voorhees IHSSBCA Treasurer Bloomington HS 309-828-5201 x1017 <voorheesd@district87.org>

entering or hosting a Sectional in the Illinois Masonic State Tournament
Wendall Walch Tournament Director Illinois Masons 217-546-7160 <wwalch@prodigy.net>

IESA - Illinois Elementary School Association - moderating for the IESA State Series
Julie Cochran IESA Assistant Executive Bloomington, IL 309-829-0114 <julie@iesa.org>

Sources for Questions, Sources for Lockout Systems, Tournament Schedule, Tournament Results
<www.ihssbca.org>

Clip and tape to your computer, phone, or Scholastic Bowl refrigerator!

Kevin teaches American Studies and AP European History. Now 
in his 14th year of coaching, he has run a varsity tournament for 
seven years and a frosh/soph tournament for ten. Fremd won 
Sectionals in 94, and Regionals in 97, 98, 99, 00, 01, and 03.

  Give us your pre-season picks! Once again, the poll will be con-
ducted via e-mail. The results will be tabulated and will be pub-
lished in the November issue. All coaches and moderators may 
participate. For this pre-season poll, base your ranking on last 
year’s results, school and coach’s reputation, number of seniors 
lost or starters returning, or any other gut feelings.

  Your list should be in rank order with your top pick as #1. You 
may rank Class A, Class AA, or both, but you must rank exact-
ly ten  (10) schools in a Class for your poll to be counted.

  Note: Be sure you are l isting Class A schools for 
the Class A poll ,  and Class AA schools for the 
Class AA poll.  If you are not sure of a school’s des-
ignation, look them up in the IHSA Member School 
Directory – your Principal or A.D. has it.

  E-mail your list(s) by November 1 to <kcp1963@yahoo.com>. 
If you e-mail me now  asking to join the Coaches Poll Panel, I’ll 
e-mail you in late October reminding you to send in your list. If 
you don’t have e-mail, you can still snail mail your poll to:  Ke-
vin Palmer, Fremd HS, 1000 S Quentin, Palatine IL, 60067

Coaches Poll, via E-mail!
by Kevin Palmer, Fremd HS, Palatine

All Sectional/State 2003 Recap
by Tom Egan, Main South HS, Park Ridge

  140 of the best players in Illinois earned All-Sectional honors 
last season, representing 107 schools. While  these players and 
their coaches are to be congratulated, a great many coaches are not 
bothering to nominate their players. The number one excuse is 
that the coach didn’t think their player was good enough. Here are 
some statistics from the group of 2002-03 honorees:

Range of Toss-Ups Answered Correctly
Class A All-State Finalists: 22 to 262
Class AA All-Sectional: 54 to 406

Avg. Toss-Ups-per-Round
Class A All-State Finalists: 1.98 to 7.13
Class AA All-Sectional: 1.73 to 7.38

  If you have a player that is anywhere in this range of numbers, 
you should strongly consider nominating them for All-State/All-
Sectional Honors. You can nominate up to two players from your 
team. The biggest complaint that I have received concerning the 
nomination process is that too many players that may not be 
“worthy” are being nominated, and that not enough of the better 
players are being nominated because their coaches fail to act. 

  Again, I strongly urge you to participate in this program either 
as a nominator, a member of the selection committee, or both. I 
also urge you to encourage your colleagues at other schools to 
nominate their players if you know that they would be strong can-
didates. Let’s all work to see that the best players are recognized!



IHSA Practice Questions

Questions from the IHSA State Series
2001 ... 2002 ... 2003

$50 per year (11 sets)

Contact Debbie Van Gilder
309-663-6377

Fax: 309-663-7479
e-mail: debbie@ihsa.org

One of the best ways
to prepare for the 2004 State Series

PO Box 2715, Bloomington, IL 61702

AVERY ENTERPRISES
P.O. BOX 238, JOHNSTOWN CO 80534

(800) 387-3098, x13

www.averyenterprises.net          bdavery@hotmail.com

WRITERS OF 2004 MASONIC BOWL REGIONAL AND STATE TOURNAMENTS!!

"For the first time in my six years as quizbowl director, we did not have a single protest on any answer ...
This was a major achievement."      -- Midwest tournament director --

Get your team ready for Masonic Bowl with:

® 2003-4 Illinois-format tournament questions -- $55 per round   (Specify frosh-soph or varsity)
® 2003 Masonic Bowl Regionals -- 8-round practice set -- $40

Include e-mail address ($5 more per round to print and mail)

Find out why TV high-school quiz shows from coast to coast use Avery Enterprises!

SCHOLAR
BOWL

Visit our Scholar Bowl link at
www.noel-smyser.com

ScholarBowl-5     $499.00

Durable
Construction

Dependable
Performance

Decisive
Results - No Ties!

Noel-Smyser Engineering Corp.
4005 Industrial Blvd
Indianapolis, IN 46254
Ph: 317-293-2215



team may join club teams, or teams unaffiliated with the school, that can participate in non-Scholastic Bowl academic events.

  

Scholastic Bowl, or what you or your team can or can’t do, contact Anthony Holman at the IHSA Office.

QuizNet: Academic Competition on the Web

The National Academic Championship is a great way to bring an inspiring close to an
outstanding team’s season. Bring your academic quiz team to New Orleans or
Washington or St. Louis and play with the best teams from all over the USA.

Setting and date:    ... your choice ...

New Orleans, Louisiana Washington, D.C. Area St. Louis
May 28-31, 2004 June 3-6, 2004 June 11-14, 2004

Loyola University Marymount University Drury Plaza Hotel

Entry Fees:
$150 per person (entry only)   ... or ...   $235 per person (entry + room)   ... or ...  $305 per person (entry + room + meals)

Note: In St. Louis, we offer “entry only,” but we’ve worked out a deal with the hotel
for a very good room rate, and it includes a hot breakfast. Please check our Web site

QUnlimited.com for further details. On our Web site you will also find stats and
highlights from last year’s Nationals. You may also call for a printed brochure.

  Questions
    Unlimited
Q

Announcing  ... our Fall 2003 online QuizNet competition!

In 1995, Questions Unlimited was proud to introduce perhaps the most exciting quiz bowl concept
since the National Academic Championship was established in 1983 –

online academic competition
Connected to the Internet, your academic team can compete directly with teams

hundreds or thousands of miles away without the costs and inconvenience of traveling.

The cost to enter our Fall National QuizNet tournament is $150
You may compete in up to eight preliminary matches, plus another one or two games
if you make it to the playoffs. This is a fantastic bargain, and every academic quiz team

that has online access should be a QuizNet participant.

Hurry! The QuizNet Tournament starts the week of September 29!

For all the details on our Fall QuizNet tournament, please visit our Web site.

If you need excellent practice questions to prepare your team for academic competition, call us!
Questions Unlimited – The Finest in Academic Competition

P.O. Box 14798, Columbus, Ohio  43214
1-800-868-1518 • Fax (614) 846-1755

Web site:  http://www.qunlimited.com
e-mail:  qunlimited@iwaynet.net

The 2004 National Academic Championship





 
 

Standard System  
Series III  

Has many of the features of our deluxe 
system, but at 2/3 the price!  

 

1, 2, 3, or 4  teams  
1 to 5 players per team   

Up to 20 contestants  
(4 teams of 5)  

$389 for 2 teams of 5 contestants  
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

Deluxe System  
Series 300  

A module for each contestant  

Daisy -chain wiring  

1, 2, 3, or 4 teams  
1 to 7 players per team  

Up to 28 contestants  
(4 teams of 7)  

$579 for 2 teams of 5 contestants  
 
 
 
 
 

The Tournament Masters  

 

Price includes  deluxe carrying case  
and three -year warranty!  

Supplier of buzzer systems for the IHSA 
State Final Tournament since 1996. 

Novel Electronic Designs 
www.BuzzerSystems.com  

1207 W. Sycamore St.   Chillicothe, IL  61523 
Orders: 309-224-9945   Fax: 309-274-8454 

Schematic of a two-team Series III Schematic of a two-team Series 300 
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IHSSBCA Steering Committee

Elected Officers
David Riley, Loyola Academy, Wilmette – Chairman
Susan Martin, Wheaton North HS – Interim Secretary
Debbie Voorhees, Bloomington – Treasurer
Thomas Egan, Maine South – Ombudsman, Special Projects

Appointed Positions
Robert Brown, Maine East – Webmaster
Cheryl Christianson, Sterling – Member-at-Large
Ken Dentino, Kaneland HS, Maple Park – Member-at-Large
Rob Grierson – Newsletter Editor, Membership
Phyllis Kidd, Wheaton North HS – Member-at-Large
John Rathbun – Member-at-Large
David Reinstein, New Trier – Liaison-Advocate, Class AA

Regional Representatives
Robert Schrempf, Von Steuben, Chicago – Region 1
Kevin Palmer, William Fremd, Palatine – Region 2
Mark Cohen, Lincoln-Way East HS, Frankfort – Region 3
Nick Pitz, Moline – Region 4
Cathy Groesch – Region 6
Sheila Baldridge, Salem – Region 7

The purpose of the IHSSBCA is to increase awareness and support of the
public, school leaders, and parents for high school Scholastic Bowl compe-
tition in Illinois; to provide opportunities for Scholastic Bowl coaches to
meet and cooperate in the development and communication of coaching tech-
niques, tournament formats, and other ways of improving the quality of com-
petition with integrity and the highest possible standards; and to promote
recognition of participants, coaches, and programs.

IHSSBCA/Rob Grierson
235 Custer Av #3S
Evanston, Illinois  60202-3597

Important Scholastic Bowl News!
Direct to Scholastic Bowl Coach or Coordinator of Academic Programs

Next Issue: November
Spotlight Series Continues

Kickoff Winner Photographs
Two-Time All-State Player Profile

Parent Perspective
The Knowledge Master Open

The PACE Tournament in St. Louis
The Masonic Tournament

www.ihssbca.org
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