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  This newsletter has been sent to 151 current members, 272 
expired/lapsed members, 32 program directors, and 28 vendors. 
Of these, 98 will downoad the newsletter from our website.

  If your mailing label says CM, RM, HM, or VM then your 
membership is up-to-date through June ‘03 and you will con-
tinue to receive future issues of Scholastic Visions.

  If your mailing label says ECM, ELM, EHM, LCM, or 
LRM, then your membership has expired (or crossed in the 
mail) and you must renew in order to continue receiving Scho-
lastic Visions. Membership renewal forms were mailed to  
everyone in our database in early September. A membership 
form can also be downloaded from our website.

Check Your Mailing Label

New! Coaches’ Hall of Fame
See the Article on Page 3

IHSA Rules You Should Know
from the 2002-03 IHSA Handbook, page 78

5.341 Scholastic Bowl Season Limitation

  a. No School belonging to this Association shall organize its 
Scholastic Bowl teams, practice, or participate in interscholas-
tic contests earlier than Monday of Week 8 or later than Sun-
day of Week 38. [August 26, 2002 to March 23, 2003]

5.342 Scholastic Bowl Contest Limitation

  a. No School belonging to this Association shall participate 
on more than eighteen (18) dates of interscholastic contests, 
exlusive of the IHSA series.

  b. No individual shall compete on more than eighteeen (18) 
dates of interscholastic contests, exclusive of the IHSA series.

from the 2002-03 IHSA Handbook, page 80

5.340 Scholastic Bowl  (Case #255)

 Q. What is considered to be a contest?
 A. An event in which teams of five (5) students representing 
two (2) schools compete with or against each other in academic 
quizzing, utilitzing a format and rules comparable to the IHSA 
series, is considered a Scholastic Bowl contest.

7th Annual Kickoff Tournament
At three sites ... November 16, 2002

Sources For Questions
Sources For Lockout Systems

Team Illinois Nomination Form
IHSSBCA Membership Form

These PDF documents can be downloaded from our website

Team IL 2nd of 32 Teams at PAC
Parag Bhayani Named to All-America Team

See the Article on Pages 7 & 8

Table of Contents

S t a n d i n g : Jim Davis (Chicago Latin), Parag Bhayani (Home-
wood-Flossmoor),  Shao-Yun Guo (New Trier), Coach David Riley,  
Eapen Mathew (Sterling). S e a t e d : Lori Sommars (Wheaton 
North) and Mariusz Galczynski (Downers Grove North).



of the best teams around, we advise that you avoid these tourna-
ments. The goal is to allow as many teams as possible to experi-
ence the joy of answering questions. If you have any questions, 
you can contact me at <reinsted@nttc.org> or (847)784-6616.

  The forty-eight teams currently on the blacklist are: Blooming-
ton Central Catholic, Boylan, Bradley-Bourbonnais, Carbondale, 
Carterville, Cary-Grove, Cuba, Danville, Decatur MacArthur, 
Downers Grove North, Fairfield, Fenwick, Flora, Fremd, Glenbard 
North, Granite City, Guilford, Hinsdale Central, Homewood-
Flossmoor, IMSA, Latin, Lake Zurich, Libertyville, Limestone, 
Loyola, Macomb, Mahomet-Seymour, Maine East, Moline, New 
Trier, Normal University High, Pleasant Plains, Quincy Senior 
High, Rock Falls, Rockford Auburn, Saint Ignatius, Saint Teresa, 
Springfield High, Springfield Southeast, Sterling, Stevenson, 
Stillman Valley, Streator, Sullivan, Taylor Ridge Rockridge, To-
lono Unity, Von Steuben, and Wheaton North.
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All-Sectional, All-State Honors
By Tom Egan, IHSSBCA Ombudsman

  Last year’s All-Sectional/All-State program was a huge success. 
The IHSSBCA, with the tremendous help of coaches and especial-
ly Sectional hosts, was able to recognize over 130 students as 
“All-Sectional” and 40 were selected as “All-State.” These players 
were able to pick up their awards at the IHSA State Tournament in 
Peoria along with the team champions. A very special thank you 
goes out to the selection committee. Also, there were several great 
articles covering this event in newspapers all over the state.

  This year, the process will run in a similar fashion, however, we 
are going to make some changes to take pressure off of the Sec-
tional hosts who are already doing so much:

  • There will be no forms available at the Seed Meetings. If there 
are no nominees, that will be regretful, but Sectional hosts will 
not be held responsible for tracking down late entries. Forms must 
be filled out in advance, and brought to the meeting.

  • Forms must be accompanied with a letter from the coach in 
support of their candidate. These letters must be typed in advance, 
and brought to the meeting. If your player finishes in the top five 
vote getters, turn over the entry form and letter to the Sectional 
host. If your player does not finish in the top 5, but finishes in the 
top 10, make sure to give your entry form to the Sectional host so 
that your student can get their All-Sectional certificate.

  Entry forms will be available on the IHSSBCA website starting 
at the end of October. If you cannot access this form on the web-
site, you may contact Tome Egan, and he will fax one to you. The 
dedadline for sending your request for faxed forms is January 31, 
2003. Coaches are advised that they should start tracking the 
numbers of toss-ups their players answer, as that will be asked for.

  I am once again putting out a call for persons interested in serv-
ing on the selection committees (total time needed: one or two 
hours). Representation from each Sectional (A and AA) by a cur-
rent coach would be best. If you have any questions, contact me 
via e-mail at <eganphysics@aol.com> or via snail mail at Maine 
South High School, 1111 S Dee Road, Park Ridge, IL, 60068. 
The IHSSBCA can continue honoring deserving players only if 
coaches are willing to donate their time.

  In early 2003, the IHSSBCA will run the fourth annual series of 
Turnabout Tournaments. These tournaments, which will take 
place in three locations distributed across Illinois, give teams a 
chance to compete without having to go up against the best teams 
in the state. The vast majority of Scholastic Bowl teams are invit-
ed, but teams that have won tournaments or repeatedly come close 
in the past year are not invited. These tournaments are a good ex-
perience for teams that are new, frustrated, or just enjoy playing.

  Sites are not finalized, but there will be a turnabout at Evergreen 
Park High School on January 18, 2003; another at Bloomington 
High School on January 25, 2003; and a third at a Southern Illiois 
school, in January or February.

  The teams listed below are the teams that will not be invited. We 
may add teams to the list if they perform well at the beginning of 
the school year. Additionally, if you think that your team is one 

Turnabout Tournaments Return
by David Reinstein, New Trier HS, Winnetka

Team Illinois 2003
by Rob Grierson, IHSSBCA Newsletter Editor

  The ISBE (Illinois State Board of Education) each year desig-
nates the IHSSBCA as the organization responsible for selecting 
six outstanding acacemic competitiors to represent Illinois in 
Florida at the Panasonic Academic Challenge in June.

  If you have an outstanding player who you believe is one of the 
best six academic competitiors in the state, you should nominate 
her or him for Team Illinois. We welcome nominations of 
“experts” in mathematics, science, social studies, or literature, as 
well as those who are top competitors across the board.

  Nominations must be made by January 1, 2003. The form can 
be downloaded from our website, <http://www.ihssbca.org>. This 
nomination is a required first step in the selection process; 
scores, recommendations, and an essay are submitted later.

 The selection process requires that the student attend the Team Il-
linois Selection Event on Sunday, February 9, 2003, in Bloo-
mington. The IHSSBCA will contribute roughly $2,000 towards 
Team Illinois’ expenses; team members’ families or schools must 
pay for airfare and may also be asked to help defray the cost of 
sending the team to Florida. Team members are required to pre-
pare for the competition by attending several practice sessions in 
April, May, and June. Team Illinois will leave for Florida on Fri-
day June 20, 2002 and return on Wednesday June 25, 2003.



  Scholastic Bowl has been an IHSA recognized activity for 17 
years, and existed in Illinois long before that – going back to the 
60s. Several of the pioneers have recently retired, and are starting 
to move on in years, making this the time to begin making selec-
tions for the Illinois Scholastic Bowl Hall of Fame. At this time, 
we are looking at tentative first inductions in the Fall of 2003.

  Before we start dishing out the honors, there are two important 
issues to be addressed. 

  First, we need a committee in place to make selections. A geo-
graphically diverse committee would be ideal, and experienced 
coaches or former coaches (minimum 10 years) experience would 
be preferred. If we cannot assemble this committee, then we will 
be unable to enshrine anyone. If you have any interest in partici-
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On a Personal Note ...

IHSA Continues Team 
Academic Achievement Award
from information on the IHSA website

  The IHSA Team Academic Achievement Award is designed to re-
ward teamwork not only in competition, but in the classroom as 
well. This award will recognize all competitive teams at your 
school (sports as well as Scholastic Bowl) that maintain a grade 
point average of 3.0 or higher throughout their season, computed 
on a non-weighted 4.0 system (A= 4, B =3, C=2, D=1). 

  When one of the school’s qualifying teams achieves a 3.0 grade 
point average for their entire season, a representative at the school 
will simply have the sport and year engraved on a plate and at-
tached to the plaque that hangs in the school’s public area. If you 
have not seen your school’s plaque, ask your Principal if your 
school is participating in the program.

  This is a varsity Team Award; the team/group grade averages 
must include every member of the official varsity team. If the 
varsity team includes students in grades nine through twelve, their 
grades must be included in the team average. Team managers are 
not to be included. While every member of the official varsity 
team must be included, there are also a minimum number of stud-
ents that must be on the team to qualify for this award. The IHSA 
Board has set the minimum number for Scholastic Bowl at 10.

  Forms are online at the IHSA website and available for submis-
sion after each of the three Sports/Activities seasons (fall, winter, 
spring). The roster, including all varsity team members will be 
submitted with each individual member’s GPA and the team total 
GPA. The Principal from each school will need to verify that the 
information submitted is accurate. 

  Sports/Activities that overlap two quarters need to include the 
grade point average for both of those quarters; this would of course 
include Scholastic Bowl teams that play from as early as Septem-
ber or October through March. 

  Complete details of the program can be found on the IHSA web-
site at <http://www.ihsa.org/academic/index.htm>. If you have 
questions or need further information, please contact Anthony 
Holman at 309-663-6377 or <holman@ihsa.org>.

New! Coaches’ Hall of Fame
By Tom Egan, IHSSBCA Ombudsman

pating (no travel, speeches, etc. necessary), please contact me.

  The criteria for enshrinement is also important. Retired coaches 
must have coached a minimum of 10 years, or 13 years with at 
least 8 as a Head coach. Coaches must have won at least 200 
matches, and coached 300 matches as Head coach. Active coaches 
must have coached for 15 years, or 18 years with at least 13 as a 
Head coach. Active coaches must also have won at least 200 
matches and coached 300 matches as a Head coach.

  There can be exceptions made for deceased coaches, as well as 
living coaches where waiting for enshrinement may not be advis-
able due to health reasons. In addition, special enshrinement will 
be considered for non-coaches who have displayed outstanding and 
long term commitment to Scholastic Bowl in areas such as offi-
ciating or organization. Any recipient of the Rob Grierson “Friend 
of Scholastic Bowl” award may also be nominated.

  Anyone can nominate! It looks even better if a single form is 
sent in, with several supporting letters from coaches or administra-
tors in support of the same individual. The forms to start the pro-
cess will be available on the IHSSBCA website in December. 
They will also be available by fax or snail mail.

  We all know that Scholastic Bowl coaches don’t get a lot of cred-
it (or compensation) for getting up early, driving kids to tourna-
ments, often working with non-existent budgets, and sometimes 
dealing with uncaring communities or administrations. If you 
know a coach who you think deserves this recognition, get the 
form and send it in! If you want to help give some joy to an old 
timer, please get involved in the Selection committee (one of the 
delays in starting this has been the need to keep things streamlined 
... committee participation will involve very little time).

Tom Egan is your Ombudsman, and Head Scholastic Bowl coach 
at Maine South High School. You can contact him via e-mail at 
<eganphysics@aol.com> or via snail mail at the school: 1111 
South Dee Road, Park Ridge, IL, 60068.

• Coaching changes for 2002-03: Peter Carzoli replaces 
Walt Howard at Fenton HS in Bensenville; George Muss-
man replaces Jill  Stowers  at Fenton HS in Bensenville; 
Eric Potter replaces Jana Reeves at Mahomet-Seymour 
HS; Robert Mattson replaces Dotty Berry at Streator HS; 
Tom Egan replaces Steve Lowry  at Maine South HS in 
Park Ridge; Tammy Bohnhoof replaces Roberta Meyer at 
Effingham HS; Adam Held replaces Leland Saunders at 
Wheaton Academy; Jason Artman replaces Jennifer Bren-
nan  at Mendota HS; Mike Ellinger replaces Lisa Uphoff 
at Farmington HS (Lisa took a position with the Illinois Feder-
ation of Teachers in Peoria); and Rhonda Cox replaces Jens 
Rehder at Orion HS.

• Welcome to a new Scholastic Bowl team from Lutheran HS 
Association in Decatur and new coach Dorothy Damery.

• Rob Grierson’s father, Paul Grierson, died July 2nd, 2002 
in DeKalb at the age of 89. An electrical engineer, Paul built 
Rob a lockout system in 1972 from relays, salvaged radio parts, 
and an old doorbell; it still works today, 30 years later.
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2002-03 Schedule of Academic Competitions and Other Events
(Week) Date Northeast (Regions 1-2-3) Northwest (Regions 4-5) Central/South (Regions 6-7)

(12) Sep 28 New! UIUC (Chicago) Early Bird * - open date - - open date -
 Brent Henderson <harambee78@hotmail.com>

(15) Oct 19 5th Annual Loyola Ultima* (Closed) - open date - 6th Annual Ottawa Marquette Varsity
Shawn Trotter (815-433-0125 x50)

<spt72@yahoo.com>

(16) Oct 26 (ACT Date) 5th Annual NU (Evanston) NAQT* 7th Annual Orion Varsity - open date -
Mike Henninger Rhonda Cox  (301-526-3361)

<m-henninger@northwestern.edu> <rcox23@hotmail.com>

(17) Nov 2 (SAT Date) 5th Annual Von Steuben Frosh/Soph 8th Annual Moline Frosh/Soph U of I Phi Scholars
Bob Schrempf (773-534-5100) Nick Pitz (309-757-3545 x1608) (Champaign) Collin Anderson

<rschrempf@enc.k12.il.us> <npitz@moline.lth2.k12.il.us> <cmanders@students.uiuc.edu>

(18) Nov 9 New! Lincoln-Way East Varsity 5th Annual NIU (DeKalb) Invite St. Bede Varisty (Closed)
Mark Cohen (815-464-4265) Katie Varland <kvarland@niu.edu>

<fzxtchr@hotmail.com>

(19) Nov 16 7th Annual IHSSBCA Kickoff 7th Annual IHSSBCA Kickoff 7th Annual IHSSBCA Kickoff
@ Von Steuben HS @ Sterling HS @ Fairfield HS

(20) Nov 17 Sunday 6th Annual UIContest (Student/Parent)* <--- <---
Janis Hayden <mjhay@uic.edu>

(20) Nov 23 2nd Annual New Trier Scobol Solo* <--- <---
David Reinstein (847-784-6616)

<reinsted@nttc.org>

(21) Nov 30 THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY

(22) Dec 4 Wednesday on computer Knowledge Master Open* <www.greatauk.com> on computer

(22) Dec 7 (SAT Date) 13th Annual HL Richards Varsity - open date - River City VJV Classic (?)
Mike Cleary (708-499-2550 x2017)

Paul Faeh <history218@hotmail.com>

(23) Dec 14 (ACT Date) 10th Annual Fremd Frosh/Soph 6th Annual Rockford Boylan Frosh/Soph Charleston Varsity
Kevin Palmer (847-755-2600) Quentin Wadle (815-877-0531) Ann Kidwell (217-345-2196)

<kcp1963@yahoo.com> <qwadle@hotmail.com> <amsk@charleston.k12.il.us>

(24) Dec 21 5th Annual Von Steuben Varsity - open date - - open date -
Bob Schrempf (773-534-5100)

<rschrempf@enc.k12.il.us>

(25) Dec 28 WINTER HOLIDAY WINTER HOLIDAY WINTER HOLIDAY

(26) Jan 4 4th Annual Kaneland Varsity 4th Annual Rockford Auburn Frosh/Soph - open date -
Ken Dentino (630-365-5100 x218) Linda Greene (815-966-3300 x832)

<kdentino@kaneland.org> <linda.greene@rps205.com>

(27) Jan 11 New! Wheaton North Varsity 10th Annual Sterling Varsity St. Bede Frosh/Soph (Closed)
Phyllis Kidd (630-682-2253) Cheryl Christianson (815-625-6800) ... and ...

<pkiddup@avenew.com> <cchristianson@sterlingschools.org> 5th Annual Macomb Rotary Varsity
Suellyn Rieckelman (309-837-2331)

<suellyn.rieckelman@schools.macomb.com>

(28) Jan 18 4th Annual IHSSBCA Turnabout Winnebago Varsity - open date -
@ Evergreen Park HS Karen Niemeier (815-335-2336)

(29) Jan 25 (SAT Date) 8th Annual Fremd Varsity 6th Annual Rockford Boylan Varsity 4th Annual IHSSBCA Turnabout
Kevin Palmer (847-755-2600) Quentin Wadle (815-877-0531) @ Bloomington HS

<kcp1963@yahoo.com> <qwadle@hotmail.com>

(30) Feb 1 Wheaton North Falcon Classic Frosh/Soph - open date - EIU Honors Program Tournament
Phyllis Kidd (630-682-2253) Herbert Lasky (217-581-2017)

<pkiddup@avenew.com> <cfhxl@eiu.edu>

(31) Feb 8 Speech Individual Regionals* Speech Individual Regionals* Speech Individual Regionals*

(31) Feb 8 (ACT Date) - open date - 5th Annual Sterling Frosh/Soph - open date -
Cheryl Christianson (815-625-6800)
<cchristianson@sterlingschools.org>
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For news about high school tournaments all over the USA, visit <www.geocities.com/darwins_bulldog1138/index.html>

(32) Feb 9 Sunday ---> ---> 3rd Annual Team Illinois Selection Event
Radisson Hotel, Bloomington

(32) Feb 12 Wednesday 16 sites statewide IHSA Sectional Seed Meetings 16 sites statewide

(32) Feb 15 various sites statewide Speech Individual Sectionals* various sites statewide

(32) Feb 15 8th Annual Loyola Rambler Frosh/Soph 6th Annual Orion Frosh/Soph Lincoln Trail Tournament (?)
David Riley (847-920-2546) Rhonda Cox (301-526-3361)

<driley@loy.org> <rcox23@hotmail.com>

(33) Feb 21-22 Fri-Sat ---> ---> 63rd Annual Speech Individual State Final*
Lincoln HS

(33) Feb 22 various sites statewide ICTM Math Contest Regionals* various sites statewide

(33) Feb 22 - open date - - open date - - open date -

(34) Mar 1 various sites statewide Masonic Regionals various sites statewide
Wendell Walch <wwalch@prodigy.net>

(34) Mar 7-8 Fri-Sat ---> ---> 29th Annual Team Chess State Final*
Peoria Civic Center

(34) Mar 8 27 sites statewide 30th Annual Music S & E State Final* 27 sites statewide

(35) Mar 8 ---> ---> 20th Annual Masonic State Final
Site TBA

(36) Mar 10 Monday 64 sites statewide IHSA Regionals 64 sites statewide

(36) Mar 13-15 Thu-Sat ---> ---> 63rd Annual Speech - Debate State Final*
Illinois State University

(36) Mar 15 16 sites statewide IHSA Sectionals 16 sites statewide

(37) Mar 21-22 Fri-Sat various sites statewide Speech - Drama G I Sectionals* various sites statewide

(37) Mar 22 ---> ---> 17th Annual IHSA State Final
Peoria Civic Center

(38) Mar 28-29 Fri-Sat ---> ---> 63rd Annual Speech - Drama G I State Final*
Site TBA

(39) Apr 4-5 Fri-Sat 21 sites statewide Music Organization State Final* 21 sites statewide

(42) Apr 23 Wednesday on computer Knowledge Master Open* <www.greatauk.com> on computer

(42) Apr 26 ICTM State Math Contest*
Champaign

(43) Apr 28 Monday ---> ---> 10th Annual IHSA All-State Academic Banquet
Radisson Hotel, Bloomington

     National Academic Competitions

May 24-28 Lake Forest IL 17th Annual Quiz Bowl Tournament of Champions* <http://www.morningside.edu/ascn/>
May 29-Jun 1 New Orleans LA 21st Annual National Academic Championship, Phase I * <http://www.qunlimited.com/national.htm>
Jun 5-8 Washington DC 21st Annual National Academic Championship, Phase II* <http://www.qunlimited.com/national.htm>
Jun TBA Site TBA 5th Annual NAQT High School National Championship* <http://www.naqt.com/>
Jun 12-15 St. Louis MO 21st Annual National Academic Championship, Phase III* <http://www.qunlimited.com/national.htm>
Jun 14-15 Cleveland OH 6th Annual PACE National Scholastics Championship* <http://www.cwru.edu/orgs/trivia/pace/>
Jun 21-24 Orlando FL 16th Annual Panasonic Academic Challenge* <http://www.academic-challenge.org/>

If your tournament isn’t listed, or if the information listed is wrong, call David Riley at 847-920-2546 or e-mail <driley@loy.org>.

* Events marked with an asterisk  are academic competitions (and testing dates) that do not fit the IHSA’s definition of Scholastic Bowl 
contests. We list them because they might be of interest to, or cause scheduling conflicts for, a number of your players.

  During the defined season, you and your Scholastic Bowl team may participate in non-Scholastic Bowl academic events. Results from those ev-
ents do not become part of your record for seeding purposes, and such events do not count towards your 18 Scholastic Bowl dates.

  Outside the defined season, your Scholastic Bowl team can’t organize, practice, or compete, but students who were/are on your Scholastic Bowl 
team may join club teams, or teams unaffiliated with the school, that can participate in non-Scholastic Bowl academic events.

  This is an unofficial interpretation of IHSA rules. For an official ruling on whether an event qualifies as 
Scholastic Bowl, or what you or your team can or can’t do, contact Anthony Holman at the IHSA Office.
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2002 National Level Recap
16th Annual Quiz Bowl Tournament of Champions
May 24-28, 2002 in Lake Forest,  IL
from information on the ASCN website
<www.morningside.edu/ascn/02tourn/finalstandings.htm>

  Irmo (Columbia SC) met Dorman (Spartanburg SC) in the fin-
als and won 405-370. Semifinalists were James Island (Charleston 
SC) and Northside (Fort Smith AR). Quarterfinalists included 
Cookeville (TN), Brookwood (Snellville GA), WJ Woodham 
(Pensacola FL), and Savannah (MO). 35 teams, none from Illi-
nois, competed in the event.

20th Annual National Academic Championship
Phase 1, May 30-June 2, 2002 in New Orleans, LA
from information on the NAC website
<http://www.qunlimited.com/national.htm>

  The twenty-year history of the National Academic Champion-
ship shows that it’s very difficult to repeat as winner of anything. 
But St. John’s (Houston TX) bested 49 other teams to win New 
Orleans for the second year in a row. In so doing, they became the 
first school ever to earn a second trip to the finals of the NAC.

  St. John’s went 8-0 in New Orleans. Perennial powerhouse Dor-
man (SC) came close to defeating St. John’s in the prelims, fall-
ing short by a score of 290-320. In the playoffs, the Houston 
team crushed Boyd County (KY) 505-190; then faced Dorman in  
a rematch, winning handily this time, 415-245. The Final Four 
saw the two most exciting games in New Orleans, as rookie team 
St. Thomas (MN) edged Ithaca 275-265; and mighty Brookwood 
(GA) almost beat St. John’s, falling short 345-385. The Houston 
school gained a decisive victory in the last New Orleans contest, 
defeating St. Thomas, 330-245.

  The Chicago Romans were the top-rated Illinois entry, seeded 
6th in the playoffs in New Orleans but then losing a close match 
280-310 to Madison Central (MS). The Romans ranked 30th in 
the nation (8th in average points) of  the 129 teams that competed 
in the three phases of the National Academic Championship.

20th Annual National Academic Championship
Phase 2, June 6-9, 2002 in Washington DC
from information on the NAC website

  In a thrilling DC finale, the 7-0 Horace Greeley team (Chappa-
qua NY) edged the 7-0 Edison team (Huntington Beach, CA) by a 
score of 385-355. The New York school had finished second in the 
nation two years ago, while the California school had won it all 
in 1997. Edison was a senior-led team; Horace Greeley had only 
one senior on the starting squad. Both teams put on quite a show.

  Seldom does the #1 ranked team going into the playoffs win the 
day. Horace Greeley, however, reached the rare 600-point plateau 
in one of their preliminary round matches to ensure their top rank. 
In the playoffs, Greeley defeated a fine rookie team from Seton 
Hall (NJ) 345-260; handed Riverside (SC) a convincing defeat 
350-255; then beat Plano East (TX) decisively 410-240.

  The big surprise in DC was Hastings High (Westchester NY). In 
only their second trip to Nationals, they faced three former NAC 
champions among their seven games, defeating 1999 champs 
James Island (SC) and 1988 champs Eleanor Roosevelt (MD).

4th Annual HS National Championship Tournament
June 8-9,  2002 in Austin,  Texas
from information on the NAQT website
<http://www.naqt.com/hsnct/2002/results>

  St. John’s (Houston TX) defeated Irmo (Columbia SC) 355-325 
in a thrilling final match to win their first NAQT High School 
National Championship. The two teams had qualified for the final 
by tying for first at 5-2 in a very competitive eight-team round 
robin playoff format. The third-place game featured a rematch of 
last year’s final between Detroit Catholic Central (Redford MI) and 
Detroit Country Day (Beverly Hills MI); DCC repeated last year’s 
triumph with a 490-175 victory. Other teams reaching the playoffs 
were Los Alamitos (CA), Dorman (SC), Governor’s School (VA), 
and Thomas Jefferson (VA).

  In the contest for the inaugural Top Small School, three teams, 
Kent City (MI), Cutter Morning Star (Hot Springs, AR), and 
Drummond (OK) all finished Saturday’s games tied at 5-5. Cutter 
Morning Star defeated Drummond in a semifinal, but Kent won 
the final by a score of 285-95 to claim the title

  In all, 54 teams participated, playing a guaranteed ten games 
each. The top eight teams advanced to the round-robin playoffs. 

  Schools interested in attending or hosting qualifying events in 
the coming year should contact NAQT (naqt@naqt.com). The site 
for the 2003 national has not yet been announced.

20th Annual National Academic Championship
Phase 3,  June 13-16,  2002 in Los Angeles,  CA
from information on the NAC website

  Although the total field was not quite as strong in L.A. as it was 
last year, it seems as though almost every game was a thriller. 
Consider, for example, the first-round playoff meeting between 
Macon Central (GA) and Bromfield (MA). The Massachusetts pri-
vate school trailed Macon Central 215-290 with only a couple 
minutes left to play. Bromfield then hit five questions in a row; 85 
unanswered points put them ahead 300-290. Macon Central finally 
got one and took a 305-290 lead; nobody knew the answer to the 
last question, and Macon Central won the game.

  In last year’s semifinals, both L.A. teams beat the New Orleans 
and D.C. winners. This year, Horace Greeley, the D.C. champs, 
won convincingly over Macon Central, 380-220. The other semi-
final match was really the best game of the entire tournament. It 
was the St. John’s (TX) vs. Irmo (SC) classic, and Irmo ended up 
defeating St. John’s by a score of 435-390. It was almost a double-
400 match, and that’s happened only once in NAC history.

   In the championship game with Horace Greeley, Irmo took 
charge in the bonus round, then later answered 7 questions for 105 
unanswered points to open up the Stump the Experts (final) round. 
By defeating Horace Greeley 495-275, Irmo became the first school 
ever to win back-to-back NAC titles and an unprecedented third 
National Championship. With a whopping 490 points-per-game 
average, they eclipsed the 1999 James Island team (464 avg) to 
earn the title, The Greatest High School Academic Team Ever.

  It usually takes thousands of sheets of paper to run the NAC. 
This year, laptops replaced reams. Kudos to Tanya Govorune, head 
of Computer Programming at Questions Unlimited, for the nu-
merous hours she spent developing the necessary software.  
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5th Annual PACE
National Scholastics Championship
June 15-16, 2002 in Washington, DC
from information on the PACE website
<http://www.cwru.edu/orgs/trivia/pace/>

 Congratulations to Richard Montgomery HS (Rockville MD), 
who defeated Detroit Catholic Central (Redford MI) in an exciting 
final match 300-290. These teams along with semifinalist teams 
Eleanor Roosevelt (Greenbelt MD) and Detroit Country Day 
(Beverly Hills MI) receive automatic bids to compete in the 2003 
NSC at Case Western Reserve University in Cleveland, Ohio.

  State College (PA) finished fifth among the 24 teams that ad-
vanced to the playoffs; the Maggie Walker Governor’s School for 
Government & International Studies (Richmond VA) defeated So-
lon (OH) to win the consolation playoffs, a second-day event for 
the 16 teams that did not make the playoffs.

  40 teams began the tournament, divided into six pools. Two 
Benjamin Cooper Academic Ambassador Awards were presented at 
the 2002 NSC: One to Douglas A. Tyson of Benjamin Banneker 
HS (Washington DC) for his service in bringing acaademic com-
petition to high school students in the Washington DC area; and 
one to the “It’s Academic” television program (produced by Susan 
Altman and family) for its influence in raising and maintaining 
interest in accademic competition for at least four decades.

15th Annual Panasonic Academic Challenge 
June 22-25, 2002 in Orlando, Florida

  [For the sixth consecutive year, the IHSSBCA sponsored an all-
star team from Illinois to attend the Panasonic Academic Chal-
lenge (PAC) in Orlando, Florida. Nominations were taken from 
coaches throughout the state and a committee of coaches and mod-
erators selected the six-member team after nearly 20 hopefuls met 
in Bloomington for a Florida-style Selection Event.

  The PAC is unique among “Nationals” in that only one team 
from each state may compete, and all-star teams are encouraged. 
Other differences include up to six teams playing in a match; one 
buzzer per team; points off for wrong answers; no rebounds; and 
sixty-second time limits for every toss-up.

  This year, 31 states and Washington DC competed. – Ed.]

by Lori  Sommars,  Team Il l inois Member

  Early one Friday morning, seven people met at O'Hare airport, 
luggage in hand. They came from diverse backgrounds, but 
gathered together with a single, unified goal: to represent the State 
of Illinois at the 2002 Panasonic Academic Challenge.

  This mission was months in the making. This year, Coach Da-
vid Riley of Loyola Academy agreed to coach the team, and 
watched as the selection process began. Six students survived the 
rigorous February tryout to form “Team Illinois,” a group of 
Scholastic Bowl veterans. The team included Parag Bhayani 
(Homewood Flossmoor), Jim Davis (The Latin School of Chica-
go), Mariusz Galczynski (Downers Grove North), Shao-Yun Guo 
(New Trier), Eapen Mathew (Sterling), and Lori Sommars 
(Wheaton North). At first, team members crossed paths only at 
tournaments, where each played for his or her own school. They 
exchanged words and glances warily, viewing the others as com-

petitors. When the dust settled after the state tournament in March, 
they wondered if they could ever put their rivalry behind them.

  Practices began in early June, and the students gathered at Whea-
ton North to come together as a team. Few questions went unans-
wered as they formed sub-teams and faced each other in a battle of 
brains. Here the rivalry became friendly as the members began to 
relax and enjoy the others' company. Coach Riley officiated, and 
Wheaton North coach Susan Martin assisted the process.

  Soon, the departure date arrived. The team boarded the plane and 
took off for the site of the Challenge: Orlando, Florida. Upon arri-
val at Walt Disney World, they checked in to the Contemporary 
Resort, where the competition would be held. After some difficulty 
with non-functioning keys, they finally moved in to their home for 
the next few days. Coach Riley settled into one room with the 
students into two adjoining ones.

  That night was free for exploring the murky depths of Disney. 
The team successfully navigated the bus system to arrive at Down-
town Disney. There, they split up: some visited a movie theater, 
while others played miniature golf. Each group enjoyed itself im-
mensely before returning to the hotel for some well-needed rest.

  The next day, tournament registration began. Teams from differ-
ent states gathered for the initial meeting, where the official rules 
were read in a leisurely fashion. In the evening, students played a 
combination of musical chairs in practice matches, followed by the 
Coaches' Challenge. Illinois's own Mr. Riley formed part of the 
second place team, which perhaps foreshadowed things to come.

  Actual competition started on Sunday morning. The team was a 
little disconcerted: although the team had practiced with questions 
form past Panasonic Academic Challenges, the questions were 
challenging – especially those in math, the arts, and U. S. history. 
Illinois began shakily, losing points in the five-point round. How-
ever, the ten- and fifteen-point rounds saw an amazing comeback, 
thanks mostly to team member Parag. When the dust settled, Illi-
nois (252 pts) had finished ahead of its competition from Kentucky 
(214), Pennsylvania (151), New Jersey (126), and Michigan (116), 
earning an automatic spot in the semifinals on Tuesday.

  This fortuitous turn of events left a day and a half open for recrea-
tion. Team members visited the theme parks and relaxed in the ho-
tel. However, the semifinals loomed ominously, so on Monday 
night Illinois challenged Maryland to a scrimmage. The two teams 
were well-matched, and the fierce contest provided excellent practice 
for future competition.

  On Tuesday morning, the surviving teams met for the semifinals. 
Again, Illinois started poorly, but came from behind to tie with 
Texas (203 pts) for first place in their room. After lunch and offi-
cial photos, the top six teams – Georgia, Illinois, Maryland, South 
Carolina, Texas, and Virginia – fought in the final round. The sit-
uation appeared grim for Illinois, who again fell back in the initial 
round. However, subsequent correct answers drew them closer and 
closer to Maryland, who held the lead. After the last team question, 
Illinois was triumphantly in second place with 222 points – a sin-
gle point behind first-place Maryland, and ahead of South Carolina 
(198), Virginia (141), Georgia (136), and Texas (132).

- Continued on Page 8 -
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Spotlight On ... Bud Lachel
by Tom Egan, IHSSBCA Ombudsman

  Never had a team from Illinois placed so high at the Panasonic 
Academic Challenge. Officials swept members to a small room, 
where the students were fitted for rings and filled out scholarship 
paperwork. Fifteen hundred dollars would be sent to each player's 
college – not bad, for three days' work!

  At a formal banquet that night, officials presented certificates and 
ring forms to the team. They displayed the runner-up trophy brief-
ly, but took it back with promises to ship it to the governor of Il-
linois. (The trophy arrived at the governor’s office at the beginning 
of August). The highlight of the evening was the naming of the 
2002 All-America team. Six students, each voted the best in his or 
her geographic region, were to be awarded a medallion and an addi-
tional thousand dollars in scholarship money. When the time ar-
rived to announce the Midwest winner, Parag Bhayani heard his 
name called. Illinois cheered as its own star mounted the dais to re-
ceive his recognition.

  Panasonic displayed its technology by showing a video that 
looked back over the past few days. It included team pictures, hu-
morous segments, and spoofs on game shows, past and present. At 
the end of the banquet, officials announced that a “special surprise” 
awaited the teams. A fleet of buses waited outside, ready to trans-
port everyone to an undisclosed location.

  However, Team Illinois wasn't fooled. They knew full well where 
they were headed. The frequent references to game shows through-
out the Panasonic Academic Challenge could only mean one desti-
nation: Disney's version of “Who Wants to be a Millionaire?” at 
the MGM Studios. Although no one from Illinois made it to the 
“hot seat,” Jim's mother won a small prize for coming close.

  Exhausted, the team returned to the hotel. The next three hours 
saw a strange mixture of packing, sleeping, and card playing, but 
finally departure time arrived: 3 a.m., bright and early. Suitcases in 
hand, six tired but happy people checked out, and headed home.

  Alternate transportation plans left Lori alone in her room. She 
smiled, waved goodbye, and went back to bed.  

Lori Sommars spent her entire high school career as a member of 
the Wheaton North Scholastic Bowl team. Her senior year, she 
captained the squadron as it secured the state championship. 
Currently, she is enrolled at the prestigious Wheaton College, 
majoring in English and Spanish while working toward a master's 
degree in secondary education.

Panasonic Recap- Continued from Page 7 -

Head Coach (retired), Cary-Grove High School
Conference Champions: 1993-94, 94-95, 99-00
Regional Championships: 1995-96, 98-99, 99-00
Sectional Championships: 1990-91, 95-96
IHSA State Runner-Up: 1990-91
Masonic State Champions: 1995-96
Career Record: 413-91 (0.819)

 On March 16, 2002, the All-State awards were given out in 
Peoria at the conclusion of the State Finals. Among the recipients 
that day was Jared Suttles of Cary-Grove High School, a member 

of the Class AA Second Team. However, Jared and his coach 
were unable to attend because of previous commitments which 
they both had to honor. When Jared’s name was announced to the 
crowd in Peoria, it was a happy surprise when Cary-Grove’s re-
tired head coach stepped forward to claim Jared’s awards. It was 
seemingly little problem to make the nearly seven hour round trip 
to represent Cary-Grove High School one more time, nearly three 
years after his retirement. That’s Bud Lachel.

  Long before starting his 35-year teaching career, which included 
stops at Crystal Lake Central and South, Bud engaged in some 
physically demanding activities: football in the fall, wrestling in 
the winter, and roles under the stage lights of school plays and 
musicals year-round. It’s not too surprising that someone so well-
rounded would be successful as a Scholastic Bowl coach.

  Bud’s field of expertise lay in the subjects he taught; predomi-
nantly history (ranging from ancient to contemporary) and eco-
nomics. It was nearly a decade into his teaching career before the 
administration drafted him as a Scholastic Bowl coach, a job he 
later took to with gusto, coaching a total of 23 years.

  Over that time he cultivated enormous talent, building the 
premier program in Chicago’s far northwestern suburbs. Among 
those players were Jessica Alms, Coleman Cannon, Loris Kolak, 
Lisa Fluggee, Lance Milner, Joe Evans, and Eric Gustafson.He is 
also grateful for the help of the many coaches he has worked with 
in his career, as well as Principal Howard Van Peursem.

  Bud loved and enjoyed the same things that all coaches do – the 
simple pleasure of working with students and seeing them getting 
along, having fun, and succeeding from hard work – in spite of 
the paperwork and frustrations. Of course his favorite single 
memory was qualifying for the State Finals for the first time in 
1991 ... and ending up in the championship match as the State 
runner-up. Five years later, Bud’s team took the State Champion-
ship in the annual Masonic Tournament.

  When it came down to the job of coaching, Bud had his favorite 
opponents ... not because they were easy coaches to coach against, 
but because they coached teams to be knowledgeable, organized, 
and good sports while being competitive. These included Ernie 
Quigle (Crystal Lake South), John Sayles (Crystal Lake Central), 
Karen Niemeyer (Winnebago), Christine Roberts (Libertyville), 
Bruce Fitzgerald (Stevenson), and Robert Brown (Lake Zurich). 
Many of these coaches have built tremendous programs on their 
own, no doubt pushing Bud’s Cary-Grove team as much as Bud’s 
Cary-Grove team pushed these programs to excellence. The end 
result was turning Lake County into a Scholastic Bowl hot spot 
that exists to this day. It goes to show that the old adage is true: 
To be the best, you have to play the best competition.

  In parting, Bud left us with the words “Win or lose, do your 
best, be a good sport and have fun.” While those words are fairly 
straightforward, he also leaves this short but enigmatic poem:

  Reason has moons, but moons not hers lie mirror’d on her sea,
  Confounding her astronomers, but, O! delighting me.

Tom Egan is the Ombudsman of the IHSSBCA. Please send him 
suggestions for this year’s “Spotlight” series as well as com-
ments and critiques: <eganphysics@aol.com>.
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Scholastic Bowl Telepaths
by Rob Grierson, IHSSBCA Newsletter Editor

  In last February’s newsletter, Bob Brown defined a “telepath” as 
an extremely fast player whose powers of anticipation border on ex-
tra-sensory perception. Usage: Given the topic and three words of 
the toss-up question, the telepath answered correctly while my 
players were left picking their jaws up off the table.

  As another Scholastic Bowl season is starting, some comments 
need to be made concerning the Sectional Seed Meetings. In the Fe-
bruary 2002 coaches' newsletter, Tom Egan made some great com-
ments in his article, "Do Your Job." However, his comments came 
too late to affect attendance at the Sectional Seed Meetings. South-
east High School hosted Sectional Seven's meeting. Only nine 
coaches out of twenty-five attended. Admittedly, the attendance was 
up from the previous year, when only six coaches made the two-
hour-plus trip to Quincy. On the positive side, all but four schools 
in our Sectional faxed in their records.

  There are several good reasons to attend your Seed Meeting. First, 
many of us connected with Scholastic Bowl competition feel it is 
each coach's responsibility to represent his or her school by being 
in attendance. Part of the responsibility of being a coach is to fol-
low through with all aspects of the coaching position, including at-
tendance at Sectional Seed Meetings. Many Scholastic Bowl coach-
es have been working diligently to make our activity a viable one, 
recognized on the same level as other IHSA sponsored activities. 
Just because you may not have a great Scholastic Bowl team is not 
a reason to fail to show up to a Seed Meeting. Imagine for a mo-
ment if basketball coaches in a sectional complex refuse to attend 
their Seed Meetings. Regardless of a school's overall record, every 
basketball coach attends their Seed Meeting. We should be doing 
the same for Scholastic Bowl Seed Meetings.

  Second, if you have a good team, you need to be there to make 
your case. Many of the teams in some areas of our state don't play a 
full schedule, and the seeds tended to go to the teams who played 
the most matches, regardless of their winning percentage. Some of 
the schools who were not represented may have received a seed, or a 
higher seed if they had been there to tell the other coaches who they 
beat or what the strengths of their teams were.

  Third, with the addition of naming an All-Sectional team, coaches 
need to be at Seed Meetings to be an advocate for their best players. 
In our area, there is one player in particular that we have watched 
since he was a sophomore, now a senior, who should have been one 
of the top players in the Sectional. His coach was not at the Seed 
Meeting, nor was his name submitted for consideration. This stud-
ent deserved to be on the All-Sectional team, but his coach did not 
nominate him. This was a disservice to the student.

  It is our hope that coaches will give serious thought to the topic 
at hand. We are all so fortunate to play such a vital role in the ad-
vancement of scholastic competition. With the full participation by 
all coaches, we can make scholastic competition even better.

How Committed Are You?
by J. Barron Robinson, Principal, and Cathy Groesch, 
Retired Coach, Springfield Southeast High School

  The summer before, I had the pleasure of spending many hours 
in a van with Team Illinois as we traveled to and from a tourna-
ment in Bowling Green, Ohio. On that trip, we had come up with 
a list of what we at the time called “Fast Buzz” questions.

  We started with actual questions (and answers) that the players 
recalled from tournaments they had been to. We then added a few 
“possible” questions that we contrived based on trivial facts that 
one or another knew. To our astonishment, one of the questions 
we “invented” came up the next day in a match we were playing, 
although ‘three weeks’ had been replaced with ‘twenty-one days’.

  During the tournament, we tracked others that came up. After 
all, it was a national tournament with many fine players!

  Can you guess which of the following are real and which ones 
we simply made up? Can you guess which ones can be attributed 
to Yogesh Raut, IMSA ’01? Can you guess which answer came 
from a blind (!) player at a national tournament held in Houston 
as part of a “visual” architecture question involving a slide? For 
which of these can you guess the rest of the question? Have fun!

Q: What reclusive author <buzz> 
A: Salinger

Q: US Government: What music <buzz>  
A: “Hail to the Chief”

Q: What is the only state <buzz> 
A: Nebraska

Q: What Spanish painter <buzz> 
A: Goya

Q: Economics: Named for his son <buzz> 
A: Edsel

Q: Written in three days <buzz> 
A: Candide

Q: Composed in three weeks <buzz> 
A: The Messiah

Q: Literature: Despairing drunks <buzz> 
A: The Iceman Cometh

Q: Fine Arts: What one word of advice <buzz> 
A: Plastics

Q: His friend Ayn Rand <buzz> 
A: Alan Greenspan

Q: It carries away elephants <buzz> 
A: The Roc

Q: This dome-shaped structrue <buzz>
A: The Pantheon

Q: Her younger sister Chrissy died <buzz> 
A: Taylor

Q: In the novel The Beekeeper <buzz> 
A: Sherlock Holmes

Q: Born in Bonn, his alcoholic father <buzz> 
A: Beethoven

Q: Born in Russia, this author used her <buzz>  
A: Rand
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    Puzzle Corner
What future Presidents signed the Declaration of Independence?
Thomas Jefferson and John Adams

What is the significance of the measurement 3 feet 4 inches?

Start Your Engines!
Part 1 of a 4 part series for new coaches
by David Riley, Loyola Academy, Wilmette

  Imagine the following scenario: Ms. Smith has just earned her 
master’s degree and has been appointed to a new position. The job 
entails a lot of responsibility yet sounds like a lot of fun. Unfor-
tunately, the big boss is only indirectly involved. Her predecessor, 
Mr. Jones, might have left some notes and materials behind, but 
nobody seems to know where they are. If that isn’t bad enough, 
she finds out through the grapevine that she’s expected to host a 
major function in late October. Everything is so overwhelming 
that she has no idea where to begin. Is Ms. Smith a new corporate 
executive with a six-digit salary? No! She’s a f irst  year 
Scholast ic  Bowl coach!

  Many of us have been in a similar situation. Thus, this is the 
first in a series of articles targeted to new Scholastic Bowl coaches 
throughout the state. Perhaps some of our veterans will also find 
some helpful hints here. In this article, I will offer some sugges-
tions to new coaches on how to get ready for their season.

  The first order of business is to make sure that you have a team! 
Find the old members and make certain that they are returning. Pay 
particular attention to the recruitment of incoming freshmen, even 
if the season at your school doesn’t start until December. If you 
wait until then, you might find that many of them have already 
committed to other activities. 

  There are several ways to recruit new players. As a brand new 
coach, especially if you are new to the school, you might find that 
an oral P.A. announcement is the best way to go. But beware of 
the pitfalls. On the one hand, you may get few if any responses – 
after all, at this point you are an unknown entity. In that case, you 
may want to ask your seasoned players for recommendations; they 
will know the community. On the other hand, you may be 
swamped with people. But this can be a mixed blessing: Look out 
for students who respond because they want to pad their transcript, 
they are under the impression that Scholastic Bowl is a trivia con-
test, or they appear to want to join every activity at the school. If 
you are new to the job but not the school, you might want to ask 
your colleagues if you can give a short presentation to their honors 
classes (after all, this is a competition of knowledge!).

  All of this raises an important question: How many people do 
you accept on the team? There is no hard and fast rule here, but 
you need to take a serious look at your own schedule, the expecta-
tions of your principal and student activities director, and the avail-
ability of local contests. Having done that, decide if your goal is a 
competitive team or a casual interest club. If the former, you need 
to be sure your team is not too large. For example, if you are in a 
league that plays eight meets a season and there are four local tour-
naments throughout the year, plus the IHSA and Masonic State 
Series, then you may want to limit your team to six students per 
class (i.e., six freshmen, six sophomores, etc.). You can usually 
accept more freshmen at the start, since they will want to try a lot 
of activities. But whatever you decide, I would not recommend that 
you accept so many people on the team that everyone gets few op-
portunities to play – they will quickly lose interest, especially if 
you have a limited schedule. Even if a competitive team is not 

your goal, then I would still hold tryouts of some sort. I am aware 
that many sports programs have a policy of no cuts, but then, 
they generally have a lot more opportunities to play than Scholas-
tic Bowl players do – how many high schools do you know that 
do not have multiple football or basketball teams? 

  Then, how much is your budget? This will be a major factor in 
determining how many tournaments (outside of your conference) 
you can afford to play. Tournament fees range from $25-$55 each, 
and you will also need to budget for practice questions, transporta-
tion, awards, and other items as well. 

  While working on recruitment, try to establish a schedule before 
the first practice, even if it is tentative. Find out if there is a con-
ference of neighboring schools. If there are tournaments close by, 
call the coach at that school and ask for an invite. This is one of 
the prime perks of membership in the IHSSBCA: a more or less 
complete schedule of Saturday tournaments is available in the 
September newsletter, with regular updates throughout the year. 
Additionally, our website has suggestions on where to purchase 
questions and equipment, and our Coaches Handbook contains 
helpful tips from veteran coaches on a variety of topics. You can 
also purchase scorebooks through the IHSSBCA.

  Once you’ve established your team, find out what the team’s 
weak areas are (be forewarned that it will almost always be litera-
ture and the arts, and sometimes history or science). I always tell 
my students that I don’t want to make practice a ninth-period 
class, but if they miss “Who wrote The Road Not Taken?” for the 
fourth time, then heads are going to roll! Give them materials to 
review in their major interest areas, as well as short snippets of 
almanac information such as Constitutional amendments, world 
capitals, U. S. Presidents, groups in the periodic table, and so on.

  Above all, don’t just sit back and let things happen. Call the 
coach at the nearest school and ask for advice. Although their 
students are your potential competitors, most coaches are very 
helpful and love to talk shop. Join the Coaches Association and 
visit our website <http://www.ihssbca.org>. Study the IHSA 
website <http://www.ihsa.org>. E-mail a member of the Coaches 
Association board or the IHSA Advisory Committee if there isn’t 
another coach nearby. If your budget is small, bug your adminis-
trator – you will probably have to prove yourself first, but doing 
nothing will net nothing!

  So ... having launched your season, what type of team do you 
hope to buiild? November’s article will address the balance bet-
ween fun and competition, and provide tips on how you can build 
a competitive team.

David, an Assistant Librarian at Loyola Academy, is in his 
tenth year as head Scholastic Bowl coach. He is in his fifth year 
as Chairman of the IHSSBCA Steering Committee. He hosted 
the IHSSBCA Kickoff for 5 years, and will host the 8th annual 
Loyola Rambler Frosh/Soph Tournament in February.
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Statement of Income and Expenses
September 1, 2002 through September 10, 2002

Submitted by Rob Grierson, IHSSBCA Treasurer

Income
Membership Dues $3,230.00
Advertising 440.00
Handbooks 270.00
Scorebooks 621.00
Donations        720.00

Total  Income $5,281.00

Expenses
PAC Team IL, 2002 $398.50
Membership 295.75
Newsletter 133.33
All-State Awards, 2002 527.87
Website 213.55
Miscellaneous      42.00

Total  Expenses $1,611.00

Net Income $3,670.00

From 01-02 $   109.26

Bank  Ba lance  9 /10 /02 $3,779.26

Statement of Income and Expenses
July 1,  2001 through August 30,  2002

Submitted by Rob Grierson, IHSSBCA Treasurer

Income
Membership Dues $6,715.00
Handbooks & Updates 1,465.00
Scorebooks 862.31
Advertising 1,000.00
Donations        1,550.00
Miscellaneous              17.22

Total  Income $11,609.53

Expenses
PAC Team IL, 2001 $814.16
PAC Team IL, 2002 3,440.95
Newsletter 1,727.47
Tournaments 1,365.66
Handbooks & Updates 1,192.71
Scorebooks 2,316.00
Membership Mailings 504.39
Scholastic Bowl Week 258.28
Website 95.70
All-State Awards 0.00
Miscellaneous           115.07

Total  Expenses $11,830.39

Net  01-02  Gain  (Loss) ($220.86)

From 00-01 $330.12
7 Yr Total  Gain (Loss) $109.26

T o  0 2 - 0 3
Prepaid Memberships $2,845.00
Prepaid Handbooks 225.00
Prepaid Scorebooks 567.00
Prepaid Donations 205.00
Cumulative Gain (Loss)        109.26

Bank  Ba lance  8 /30 /02 $3,951.26

Net Team IL 2002 cost to IHSSBCA after donations was $2,040

Letters to the Editor
Dear Editor,

  I am writing to inform the IHSSBCA membership about an ad-
vertising claim that may cause some confusion among coaches.

  For the past two years, I served as the editor for the IHSA State 
Series questions. The job was “given” to me after I had brought a 
proposal to the IHSA Advisory Committee that the IHSA consid-
er hiring their own group of former coaches and current modera-
tors to write questions for the State Series, rather than hiring out 
the job to a company. I made this proposal after listening to nu-
merous complaints that the IHSA had fielded about the questions 
which had been used in the past. (Note: Upon taking the job of 
Head coach at Maine South, I resigned as IHSA question editor.)

  This year, a company is marketing two sets of questions, which 
it calls “2000-2001 and 2001-2002 'Illinois State' Series 
Questions,” and goes on to say that these questions were used in 
the state of Illinois for those years. I do not dispute that claim 
made by the company.

  You should, however, know that these questions are not the 
questions used in the IHSA State Scholastic Bowl Series (and 
indeed the company in question makes no claim whatsoever to 
that effect). The questions used by the IHSA for those years can 
be purchased by contacting the IHSA, and are not available from 
any commercial dealer.

  As the editor, I can tell you that I, along with the question writ-
ing staff were paid for our services. However, neither I nor the 
question writers receive one cent of the royalties from the sale of 
these questions from the IHSA. The monies raised from the sale 
of the questions go toward offsetting the cost of the State Series, 
thus keeping our event economically viable as the IHSA goes 
through cutbacks in other areas. 

  Though the writers and I were paid, our most important goal 
was to ensure the quality of the questions for Illinois' premiere 
Scholastic Bowl event. In just the first year of this project, the 
IHSA received numerous compliments on the questions (and ad-
mittedly a couple of complaints). Though requests for critiques 
have been sent out in Scholastic Visions there have been relative-
ly few compared to the compliments. 

  Both the 2000-2001 and the 2001-2002 IHSA State Series ques-
tions can be purchased directly from the IHSA separately for $50 
each. ($50 gives you all 11 rounds for that year, and covers the 
shipping and handling fees.)

  Though I am not trying to discourage anyone from purchasing 
any company's questions, I felt it important to make sure that the 
IHSSBCA membership is aware of how to purchase the 2000-
2001 and 2001-2002 IHSA State Series questions. I want to be 
sure that no complaints will be made to any company selling a 
different but similar-sounding product, after purchase of said ques-
tion sets. Certainly the more competition among question-writing 
companies, the higher the quality of the questions will be.

Tom Egan
Maine South HS Scholastic Bowl Coach
IHSA Scholastic Bowl Question Editor 2000-2002 



Kevin teaches World History, American Studies, and AP US His-
tory. Now in his 13th year of coaching, he has run a varsity tour-
nament for six years and a frosh/soph tournament for nine. Fremd 
won Sectionals in 94, and Regionals in 97, 98, 99, and 00.

  Give us your pre-season picks! Once again, the poll will be con-
ducted via e-mail. The results will be tabulated and will be pub-
lished in the November issue. All coaches and moderators may 
participate. For this pre-season poll, base your ranking on last 
year’s results, school and coach’s reputation, number of seniors 
lost or starters returning, or any other gut feelings.

  Your list should be in rank order with your top pick as #1. You 
may rank Class A, Class AA, or both, but you must rank exact-
ly ten  (10) schools in a Class for your poll to be counted.

  Note: Be sure you are l isting Class A schools for 
the Class A poll ,  and Class AA schools for the 
Class AA poll.  If you are not sure of a school’s des-
ignation, look them up in the IHSA Member School 
Directory – your Principal or A.D. has it.

  E-mail your list(s) by November 1 to <kcp1963@yahoo.com>. 
If you e-mail me now  asking to join the Coaches Poll Panel, I’ll 
e-mail you in late October reminding you to send in your list. If 
you don’t have e-mail, you can still snail mail your poll to:  Ke-
vin Palmer, Fremd HS, 1000 S Quentin, Palatine IL, 60067

Coaches Poll, via E-mail!
by Kevin Palmer, Fremd HS, Palatine
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(Wheaton North). At first, team members crossed paths only at 
tournaments, where each played for his or her own school. They 
exchanged words and glances warily, viewing the others as com-

On Sale Now!
Questions from the 2001 IHSA State Series
Questions from the 2002 IHSA State Series

With corrections and changes based on
comments from coaches

$50 per year (11 sets)

Illinois High School Association
PO Box 2715, Bloomington, IL 61702

Contact Debbie Van Gilder
309-663-6377

Fax: 309-663-7479
e-mail: debbie@ihsa.org

One of the best ways to prepare for the 2003 State Series

The National Academic Championship is a great way to bring an inspiring close to an
outstanding team’s season. Bring your academic quiz team to New Orleans or
Washington or St. Louis and play with the best teams from all over the USA.

Setting and date:    ... your choice ...

New Orleans, Louisiana Washington, D.C. Area St. Louis
May 29-June 1, 2003 June 5-8, 2003 June 12-15, 2003
Loyola University Marymount University Drury Plaza Hotel

Entry Fees:

$150 per person (entry only)   ... or ...   $230 per person (entry + room)   ... or ...  $300 per person (entry + room + meals)

Note: In St. Louis, we offer “entry only,” but we’ve worked out a deal with the hotel for $80 plus tax per room per night
(up to four people in a room), and it includes a hot breakfast.  Please check our website for further details. On our website

you will also find stats and highlights from last year’s Nationals. You may also call for a printed brochure.

  Questions
    Unlimited
Q

Our fall online QuizNet Tournament starts the first week in October!
For all the details on our fall QuizNet tournament, please visit our website.

If you need excellent practice questions to prepare your team for academic competition, call us!
Questions Unlimited – The Finest in Academic Competition

P.O. Box 14798, Columbus, Ohio  43214
1-800-868-1518 • Fax (614) 846-1755

website:  http://www.qunlimited.com
e-mail:  qunlimited@iwaynet.net

The 2003 National Academic Championship
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IHSSBCA Steering Committee
Elected Officers
David Riley, Loyola Academy, Wilmette – Chairman
Debbie Voorhees, Bloomington – Secretary
Rob Grierson – Treasurer, Newsletter Editor, Membership
Thomas Egan, Maine South – Ombudsman, Special Projects

Appointed Positions
Robert Brown, Maine East – Webmaster
Cheryl Christianson, Sterling – Member-at-Large
Ken Dentino, Kaneland HS, Maple Park – Member-at-Large
Cathy Groesch – Member-at-Large
Phyllis Kidd, Wheaton North HS – Member-at-Large
Susan Martin, Wheaton North HS – Member-at-Large
Linda Monge, Fairfield Community HS – Member-at-Large
John Rathbun – Member-at-Large
David Reinstein, New Trier – Liaison-Advocate, Class AA
Jane Snyder, Flora – IHSA Advisory Commitee Liaison
Shawn Trotter, Ottawa Marquette – Member-at-Large

Regional Representatives
Robert Schrempf, Von Steuben, Chicago – Region 1
Kevin Palmer, William Fremd, Palatine – Region 2
Mark Cohen, Lincoln-Way East HS, Frankfort – Region 3
Nick Pitz, Moline – Region 4
David Bibb, Hoopeston Area HS – Region 5

The purpose of the IHSSBCA is to increase awareness and support of the
public, school leaders, and parents for high school Scholastic Bowl compe-
tition in Illinois; to provide opportunities for Scholastic Bowl coaches to
meet and cooperate in the development and communication of coaching tech-
niques, tournament formats, and other ways of improving the quality of com-
petition with integrity and the highest possible standards; and to promote
recognition of participants, coaches, and programs.

IHSSBCA/Rob Grierson
235 Custer Av #3S
Evanston, Illinois  60202-3597

Important Scholastic Bowl News!
Direct to Scholastic Bowl Coach or Coordinator of Academic Programs

Next Issue: November
Fun & Comptition: A Balance

Kickoff Results & Photos
Administrator’s Perspective
Masonic Tournament Info
Spotlight Series Continues
IHSA Structure & Process

A Sample Moderator’s Script

www.ihssbca.org
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